
 

If you or your children have any safeguarding concerns please remember that our designated 
safeguarding leads in school are: Mr. Barraclough, Mr. Molyneux, Mr Senior, Mr. Laurie and Mrs. 
Scott. For further information please see our safeguarding page on our school website at https://

sa.bkcat.co.uk/key-information/safeguarding/  

School Newsletter 
Executive Headteacher: Mr. R. Barraclough Head of School: Mr. J. Molyneux 

Monday 13th September 2021 
Spiritual Reflection – Accepting God’s plan for the 
world 
In the Gospel Reading for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (Mark 8:27-35) we hear about how it is not 
always easy to follow Jesus or to accept what God 
wants to happen in our lives. Even Peter, one of 
Jesus’s disciples found it difficult. 
 
Jesus asked the disciples who people think he is. They 
tell him that some say that he is Elijah, some even 
think that he is John the Baptist. Jesus then asks the 
disciple who they think he is. Peter believes that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God. He has faith in Jesus. 
Jesus then tells the disciples what will happen to him 
in time to come. That he will suffer and be killed but 
that after three days he will rise again. Peter struggles 
to believe all this – he does not want to believe that 
his friend, the Son of God, will suffer and die. He feels 
afraid that Jesus might leave them and he wants to 
protect Jesus from harm because he cares about him. 
 
At times, we to find it hard to do what God wants us to 
do because we feel afraid and don’t want to get hurt 
or don’t want our loved ones to be hurt. 
Jesus tells us that it will not always be easy to follow 
him, but that we must have courage because God will 
always be with us. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about what we expect 
God to be doing in our world and in our family life. Do 
we sometimes forget to let God be God for us? That is, 
do we sometimes get discouraged because God 
doesn’t act in our world in the ways that we expect? 
Pray together that we will remember that God is 
always working for the world’s salvation in ways that 
are beyond our imagination. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Welcome back to everyone 
It has been wonderful to see everyone back in school 
this week. The children have settled so quickly into 
new routines and their new classes. I hope they have 
been keen to tell you about the ways in which we are 
working now. Our newest and youngest members of 
our school community have made an excellent start. 
Ordinarily, they would have had several opportunities 
to have spent time with us during the summer term 
but, this year, this was not possible which is why we 
have changed our plans and enabled them to come in 
for half a day each day last week and experienced 
their first lunchtime with amazing ease. We are 
incredibly proud of them and would like to say a very 
special thank you to their parents for preparing them 
so well for starting school.  They are now in school full 
time and making new friends and learning new things. 
We have also welcomed a number of new staff to the 
team. Mrs. Elsworth is our new School Business 
Manager, Mrs. Shuttleworth and Miss. Cross have 
joined the teaching team working in Foundation Stage 
and Year 4 respectively, Miss. Ellis has joined the team 
of teaching assistants and is working in KS2 and Miss. 
Mallet and Mr. Haigh are working in school as one-to-
one SEN Support Assistants. We hope that they 
quickly feel settled and happy working at St. Austin’s. 
School Uniform 
It was lovely to see all of our children returning to 
school wearing their uniform with pride – they looked 
so smart! Thank you for cooperation with this. Just a 
reminder that if your child is still wearing the summer 
uniform, their polo shirt must be yellow/gold. The      
white polo shirt is for PE only and should be worn on 
the day’s when your child has PE. Summer uniforms 
can be worn until October half-term, after which all 
pupils will be expected to wear their winter uniform. 
Please remember that we have lots of lovely, clean 
school uniform available to parents. Many of the 
items have never been worn, others are nearly new. If 
you are looking for a particular item, please contact 
the school office and let them know what item of 
clothing and size you are looking for and we can check 
our stock and let you know what we have available. 

St Austin's Catholic Primary School 
Back Duke Of York Street, Wakefield. WF1 3PF 

01924 339435      admin@sa.bkcat.co.uk 



  
 

 
 
 

 

 
Do we have up to date contact details for you? 
If any of your contact details have changed including 
mobile numbers, addresses, land-line numbers you 
MUST inform the school office. This also includes 
contact details of any other family members you have 
given us if you cannot be contacted. Please ensure we 
have accurate information regarding named persons 
who can collect your child from school. 
Have you downloaded to Xpressions app?  

As a school the way we 

communicate with you is 

by the Groupcall 

Xpressions app. This free 

to download and is a very 

effective way in which 

school can send key information to you via text 

messages and letters. We still have a significant 

number of parents who have not yet downloaded the 

app and so are missing out on important information 

about school. If you experience any difficulty 

downloading the app please speak to Office staff who 

will be happy to help.  

COVID Guidelines 

If anyone in your household has symptoms they must 
self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as 
possible. The rest of the household should also self-
isolate unless they have been fully vaccinated, are 
below the age of 18 years and 6 months or are unable 
to get vaccinated for medical reasons. If you require 
any clarification on current isolation rules please visit 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-
19-stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-
possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

Year 4 Swimming 

Weekly swimming lessons will commence this week for 

our Year 4 children. Please ensure you have correctly 

completed the online permission form and that your 

child has their full swimming kit with them on Friday. 

 

Q: What did the snowman say to the man? 

A: Have an ice day!    Amina 4C 

 

 
 

Head of School Recognition award 

The following children have been chosen by their 
teacher to receive a personalised letter from our 
Head of School, Mr Molyneux. 

Reception—ALL of our new children 
deserve to be recognised last week 
for an amazing first week! 

1K: Jessica  1/2T:Catherine  2B: Lilly 
3C:Tomasz  3/4MT: Ben  4C: Ethan 
5W: Lily   5/6B: Raul  6CD: Somkene 

Handwriters of the week 

Our star handwriters last week were: 
1K:  Liliana   1/2T: Catherine 2B: Hattie  
3C: Tomasz 3/4MT:Kailen 4C: Danika 
5W: Elizabeth  5/6B: Sumaiya  
6CD:Olivia  
Winners of the handwriting award will 
have their work displayed in school. 
 
                Class Attendance Award 
Class 5/6B were the last weeks  
attendance winners with 99.57% 

RS : 94.37%         RG: 95.83% 

1K: 99.07%          1/2T:95.17% 

2B: 99.13%          3C: 92.50% 

3/4MT: 96.12%   4C: 96.22% 
5W: 95.80% 5/6B : 99.57% and 6CD: 94.64% 

Virtues to live by— Respect/ Courtesy 
This half term pupils will be focusing on the virtue of 
Respect/ Courtesy.  
I am respectful 
I treat others as I would like to be treated 
I show courtesy to everyone a we are all made in 
God’s image and likeness 
The following children have demonstrated in school 
that they are living by this virtue and have been 
recognised by their class teacher. 

1K: Zakariya 1/2T: Miles 2B: Sophie   3C: Maja L 
3/4MT: Jasmine 4C: Zuzanna 5W: Oliver               
5/6B: Joseph 6CD: Mohsin 

 

100% 
Excellent 

98% 
Impressive 

96% 
Good 

94% 
Needs to 
Improve 

90% 
Concerns 

85% 
Serious 
Concerns 


