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We’ve done it before … and we’ll do it again! 

 
School reopens to all pupils at 8.40am on Monday 8th March 2021 

 
This week, the Government confirmed that schools will reopen to all pupils from Monday 8th March 2021.  We are looking 
forward to welcoming back all pupils. Seeing them on the screen every day for the past seven weeks has been great 
but nothing can replace having our pupils back with us face-to-face in the classrooms. 
 
Our systems and procedures that quickly became part of our lives back in the Autumn Term will remain in place. We 
have made a change to time school finishes each day. From Monday 8th March, school will finish at 3.25pm for all 
year groups including Foundation Stage and not 3.00pm as was the case in the Autumn Term. 
 

The gates will open at 8.40am  
 

Children should arrive at school between 8.40am and 8.55am 
 

We continue to ask parents not to come into the school grounds at the beginning of the day 
 

School uniform must be worn. PE kits should be worn only on the day your child has their PE lesson 
 

A hot meal will be served to all children who have a school dinner. Lunches will be eaten in classrooms 
though we hope to reopen our dining hall during the Summer Term when we feel it is safe to do so 

 
All children must be collected from their playground area at 3.25pm – one adult only please 

 
We ask that parents continue to follow our one-way system when collecting their children – please collect 

your youngest child first 
 

Once you have collected your child(ren) please leave the school grounds immediately 

 
Our infection control measures remain in place for everyone’s safety.  

 

We will ensure that pupils, staff and other adults do not come into school if they have Coronavirus symptoms, or have 
tested positive, and ensure anyone developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home. 

 

We will ensure that staff and pupils clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they return 
from breaks and before and after eating. 
 

Staff will wear facemasks (not visors or shields) in situations where social distancing between adults is not possible. 
Children do not need to wear a face covering. We continue to ask parents to wear a facemask (unless exempt) when 
collecting their child at the end of the day. 
 

Our cleaning schedule ensures cleaning includes more frequent cleaning of rooms / shared areas that are used by 
different groups as well as frequently touched surfaces being cleaned more often than normal. 
 

We will continue to operate in ‘bubbles’ – UFS, KS1, LKS2 and UKS2. Teachers and other staff can and will operate 
across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery of our timetable. 
 

Supply teachers (if needed), Sports Coaches, our MFL teacher, peripatetic teachers, external agencies (e.g., speech 
therapists, occupational therapists etc) will be allowed to be in school. 
 

Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can be used and shared within the bubble. These will be 
cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched surfaces. We will continue to limit the amount of equipment children 
can bring into school each day. They should only bring a lunch box, water bottle and a coat. Bags are allowed. Pupils 
and teachers can take books and other shared resources home. 
 

We will engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. We will ask parents and staff to inform us immediately of the 
results of a test. If someone tests positive, they should follow the current guidance. ‘ 
 
 

St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School – A Voluntary Catholic Academy 
Back Duke of York Street, Wakefield. WF1 3PF 

01924 339435 
Email: headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk


Returning to School-based learning 
 
We will: 

 Follow normal school rules and behaviour policy.  

 Accept children are where they are. Some children may have regressed either academically, socially or 
emotionally even though this period of time away from school has been significantly shorter than the first 
lockdown. 

 Repeat and reinforce previous learning. Remind children of their successes. 

 Provide fun, positive, fulfilling experiences; play is important for all ages. 

 Focus on building learning skills rather than ‘closing the gap’. 

 Ensure building blocks are secure before expecting new learning to take place. 

 Explain to children what they are learning, how and why.  

 Use lots of stories and talk, including reading to the children and all children reading to adults as often as 
possible. 

 Include handwriting / motor skills practice. 

 Break tasks into small manageable chunks. 

 Include lots of short tasks and add additional break times if needed. 

 Build up stamina gradually but keep the pace brisk (children may have ‘lost the habit’ of concentrating or working 
independently for any length of time). 

 Build in time for movement breaks or ‘brainbreaks’. 
 
Our Journey through to Summer begins with Phase 1: Resetting, Revisiting and Rebuilding (3 weeks) 
 
Our Aim: To prioritise identifying gaps and re-establishing good progress in the essentials  
 
Our Approach 

 Quickly re-establish routines, rules and expectations – behaviour/conduct/attitudes  

 Consistently high expectations of all children’s presentation of their work in all subjects 

 Blended learning – combined use of Chromebooks/iPads and traditional approaches  

 Heavy focus on Reading – Staff reading to the children and all children reading to adults as often as possible 

 Daily Handwriting Practice (incorporating spelling, punctuation and grammar revision) 

 Additional Maths Skills sessions 

 Daily English and Maths lessons  

 Weekly RE lesson 

 Weekly Science lesson 

 PE lessons  

 RHSE work focusing on positive relationships, mental and physical health 

 Other curriculum areas will be included where time allows (Geography/History/Art/Music/MFL) 

 Praise and reward – Dojo Points – School Reward Shop – Celebration Assemblies (virtual) 
 
This 3-week phase is all about building up to delivering the full curriculum to all children again from the beginning of the 
Summer Term.  
 
Outcome:  By the end of the three weeks all children are ready to resume the full curriculum from the beginning 
of the Summer Term. 
 
Our Behaviour Policy 
Our three clear school rules remain unchanged. We expect all pupils to remain READY, RESPECTFUL and SAFE. 
READY for learning and working, RESPECTFUL to one another and the staff working with them and SAFE – following 
the clear instructions given to them and not behaving in a way that would put themselves or others in any danger.  
 
Pupil wellbeing and support 
Pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the Coronavirus outbreak, such as anxiety, stress or 
low mood. This may particularly be the case for vulnerable children. Some may need support to re-adjust to school; 
others may have enjoyed being at home and be reluctant to return; a few may be showing signs of more severe anxiety 
or depression. Others will not be experiencing any challenges and will be keen and ready to return to school. 
 
The return to school allows social interaction with peers and teachers, which benefits wellbeing. Our recently appointed 
Learning Mentor, Mr. Laurie, will support pupils, parents and staff in promoting positive mental health throughout school. 
We will also continue to work with external agencies who have in the past supported the health and wellbeing of our 
pupils, e.g., Catholic Care, Future In Mind and the Education Psychology Service. 
 

The safety of children and staff is our utmost priority.  
Our plans, systems, procedures and control measures are regularly reviewed and amended 

accordingly. 


