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Thursday 17th December 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Each year on the last Sunday of Advent, we look to Mary, our heavenly mother. In the Gospel reading for the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent, the Angel Gabriel announces God’s will and Mary accepts it and puts her trust in God. Mary is a 
perfect example for all people – someone full of love and kindness.  
 

In just over a week’s time, we will celebrate the great feast of Christmas. We recall and tell the story of how and when 
Jesus was born. We tell the story of Mary and Joseph being turned away from the inn, we remember that the angels 
appeared with good news and we remember how shepherds and kings visited the stable. Then we celebrate the 
difference Jesus has made not only to the world, but to our personal lives.  
 

We have to be careful that we don’t look at Christmas as if it were just a 
historical event that happened in the past. The birth of Jesus is an event 
that echoes and ripples through the centuries right down to us today.  
 

Through the birth of Christ, God enters our time and history, and more 
importantly each of our own personal lives. Christ is Emmanuel, God-is-
with-us, and God is with each of us today in a very personal way. 
 

This Christmas, let’s stop, take some time and ask ourselves, what am I 
remembering? What am I celebrating? 
 

May the Light of Christ bless our world and fill all our homes and families 
on Christmas Day and always. Amen. 

 

Virtues to Live By 
 

Over the last three weeks we have been focusing on the virtue of ‘Patience.’ We all know that being patient is not easy 
– no one likes having to wait for things! However, we seek to become more patient in our lives. 
 

Our first Virtue to Live By for the Spring Term will be: Faith. Faith – is to trust. Faith helps us grow in friendship with 

Jesus and his friendship helps us become the best we can be by trusting in him so we can become more like him. 
 

Goodbye and Thank You to Mrs. Velayudhan and Mrs. Shaw 
Mrs. Velayudhan leaves us at the end of this term. She has been part of the St. Austin’s family since September 2016. 
We have so much to thank Mrs. Velayudhan for. Not only has she been an excellent class teacher, she has played a 
significant role in the development of our school as a member of the Senior Leadership Team and particularly, though 
not exclusively, in Key Stage 1. Mrs. Velayudhan has been our English Leader since arriving at St. Austin’s. She has 
also supported the development of a number of other curriculum areas, including RE and a number of school 
improvement projects. Teaching truly is a vocation to Mrs. Velayudhan and she has worked tirelessly throughout her 
time here. Her attention to detail and meticulous approach are just two of her many strengths.  
Sadly, due to ongoing restrictions, we have been unable to gather together as a whole school community to say goodbye 
to Mrs. Velayudhan but the Key Stage 1 Bubble gathered to say their goodbyes and present Mrs. Velayudhan with cards 
and gifts. 
 

Also leaving at the end of this term is Mrs. Shaw who has worked in Key Stage 1 as a teaching assistant and cover 
supervisor. Mrs. Shaw is well known throughout school for her sense of humour and positive outlook. She is rarely seen 
without a smile and has provided quality support predominantly in our Y2 class but also across the Key Stage 1 classes. 
 

Both members of staff will be missed by the children, the staff and parents. We wish them both much happiness and 
good health for the future. 
 

Welcome to Mr. Barraclough 
From Tuesday 5th January 2021, Mr. Barraclough will officially take up the post of Executive Headteacher of St. Austin’s 
Catholic Primary School. In recent weeks, he has spent time in school and visited each classroom to see our children 
at work. He also spent a morning with our KS1 children this week. Mr. Molyneux will be our Head of School. 
 

Returning to school for the Spring Term 
School closes for the Christmas Holiday today at 3pm. The Spring Term begins for all pupils on Tuesday 5th January 
2021. We will continue with our current routines. The gate will be opened at 8.40am every morning. Arrangements for 
lunchtimes and end of day will remain unchanged. In some cases, PE lessons will move indoors. We are fortunate to 
have two school halls, which are of a good size and can be well ventilated. We will ensure any equipment used is wiped 
down thoroughly after use. 
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Punctuality 
Please be on time every morning. The gate will be closed at 8.55am. We are still getting too many children arriving after 
this time. Please arrive at school between 8.40am and 8.55am. Children arriving after 8.55am on a daily basis on missing 
out on vital education. 
 

General Reminders 
All children must wear a jumper/cardigan. Please ensure your child is suitably dressed in warm layers whilst adhering 
to our school uniform requirements. Coats are essential at this time of year. 
 

Wear a facemask when entering the school grounds to collect your child. 
 

Keep a safe distance from one another. 
 

Leave the school grounds as soon as you have collected your child. 
 

Parents with symptoms must isolate, take a test and keep children at home until the result is known.  
No child should be at school if parents have symptoms. 

 
 

Covid-19 reporting over the Christmas Holidays 
Please note the following change which has recently been announced by the government: 
Isolation period reduces from 14 days to 10 days https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-chief-medical-officers-
statement-on-the-self-isolation-period-11-december-2020  
 

Schools have been asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-
isolation for the first six days after school closes for the Christmas holiday. 
If your child tests positive between 3pm on Thursday 17th December and 3pm on 
Wednesday 23rd December, you must notify school on 07460 394904. This is so we 
can alert those that have been in close contact with your child as they will need to 
self-isolate.  
 

Please do not send an email to any of our school email addresses 
 

Beyond the 23rd December, there is no need to contact school to notify us of a positive 
case. 
 

Recorded Events 
We have recorded our Foundation Stage Nativity, KS1 Carol Singing and the KS2 Carol Service this week. These events 
will be available to view via Google Classroom later today. All recordings will be available to view until Sunday 20th 
December. 
This morning, each class joined in with our pre-recorded Christmas Mass, which was kindly recorded for us by Fr. Simon 
from SS. Peter and Paul’s Church.  
 

Christmas Masses in our Parish Churches 
Please visit the parish websites for details of dates and times of Christmas Masses. For St. Austin’s Church please visit 
www.catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk For SS. Peter and Paul’s Church please visit www.peterpaul.org.uk  
 

School Calendar for Spring and Summer Terms 2021 
 

 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Tuesday 5th January Monday 2nd February Monday 12th April Monday 14th June 

Close Friday 12th February Friday 26th March Friday 28th May Friday 23rd July 
 

 

The Academy Council, Senior Leaders, Admin Staff, Teaching Staff and 
Teaching Assistants wish all our families a very Happy Christmas. 

 

 
 

St. Austin’s Safeguarding Team 
If you or your children have any safeguarding concerns, please remember that our Designated Safeguarding Leads in 

school are: Mr. Molyneux, Mrs. Chernenko and Mrs Kendrew 
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