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Friday 4th December 
 

Second Sunday of Advent – We light the candle of peace 
 

In the Gospel reading this Sunday, John the Baptist has a message for us as we take another step on 
our Advent journey. John comes with a message of hope. He asks us to ‘prepare a way for the Lord and 
make his paths straight.’ An important aspect of our Advent journey and preparation is acknowledging 
that there are parts of our own lives that need ‘straightening.’ Perhaps one way we could prepare for the 
Lord during the second week of Advent is to consider what we would like to put right in our lives, what 
we need to ‘straighten out’. As we focus our attention on so many other things during the lead up to 
Christmas, let us not forget to prepare a place in our hearts to welcome Jesus. 
 
 

 

Our Virtue to live by is: Patience 
 

“You also must be patient. Keep your hope high for the day of the Lord is coming near.” James 5:8 
 

 
 

I am able to wait because some things take time. I trust in God and wait calmly and with self-control. 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar Challenge – Foodbank Support 
If you have been part in this project, food boxes/containers/bags should be brought to school on Friday 11th December 
and left outside the main office. They will then be collected by St. Catherine’s Foodbank and distributed to families in 
need of support this Christmas. Thank you in advance for your support with this.  
 

Visitors to school 
This week we welcomed Fr. Simon from SS. Peter and Paul’s back into school. He blessed our Advent Wreaths on 
Monday morning and was also in school to say a Class Mass for our Y6CD class. Chris Harman, our Den Building 
Expert also made a welcome return to St. Austin’s today and worked with our Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 
children despite the cold and wet weather. The children all enjoyed themselves. Next week, Chris will be working with 
our Year 3 and 4 children. 
 

Coronavirus Updates 
Earlier this week, we moved out of a national lockdown and into Tier 3 restrictions. As you will be aware, this will mean 
that we will continue to need your support with wearing masks on the school grounds, maintaining 2 metre distances 
from any other bubble or family, and continuing with all measures we have in place. Hopefully, by all sticking to the 
rules, both inside school and outside school, we can keep our school fully open and keep each other safe.  
 

Please be on time every morning. The gate will be closed at 8.55am 
We are still getting too many children arriving after this time. 

Please arrive at school between 8.40am and 8.55am. 
Children arriving after 8.55am on a daily basis on missing out on vital education. 

 

All children must wear a jumper/cardigan. Please ensure your child is suitably dressed in 
warm layers whilst adhering to our school uniform requirements. Coats are essential at this 

time of year. 
 

Parents with symptoms must isolate, take a test and keep children at home 
until the result is known.  

No child should be at school if parents have symptoms. 
 

Wear a facemask when entering the school grounds to collect your child. 
Keep a safe distance from one another. 

 

Leave the school grounds as soon as you have collected your child. 
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Christmas Cards 
We know that our children like to exchange Christmas cards with one another. We have devised a safe system that will 
enable this to happen.  
 

Cards can be brought into school on Thursday 10th December and Monday 14th December ONLY. 
 

Two collection boxes (one for KS1 and one for KS2) will be placed near the KS1 gate for children to put their 
cards in as they arrive. A collection box for UFS will be available at the UFS gate. 

 
Cards brought into school on the Thursday 10th December will be quarantined until Monday 14th December 

and then given out at the end of the day. 
 

Cards brought into school on Monday 14th December will be quarantined until Thursday 17th December and 
then given out at the end of the day. 

 
We urge ALL children to consider sending just one card to their class rather than individual cards this year. 

 

Christmas Family Packs 
Wakefield Local Authority have put together the ‘Holly-days at Home’ family pack, to help families stay safe and happy 
this Christmas season. The family pack can be downloaded at https://bit.ly/HollydaysAtHome  
 

 

Last day of term 
School will close for the Christmas holiday at 3pm on Friday 18th December. School reopens for all pupils on Tuesday 
5th January 2021.  
 

Advent and Christmas at St. Austin’s 
All events are dependent on staffing capacity. Unfortunately, they will all take place without parents present this year, 
but we will put photographs on our newsletter and website. We will also be videoing some events and sharing these 
with you during the final week of term. 
 

Event Date 

Den Building for LKS2 Classes Monday 7th December 

Y5B Class Mass Wednesday 9th December 

UFS and KS1 Christmas Parties (in individual classrooms) Monday 14th December 

Christmas Dinner Tuesday 15th December 

KS1 Carol Singing Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th December 

Den Building for UKS2 Classes Wednesday 16th December 

LKS2 Christmas Parties (in individual classrooms) Wednesday 16th December 

End of Term Christmas Mass Thursday 17th December  

UKS2 Christmas Parties (in individual classrooms) Thursday 17th December 

 
Children can come into school in non-uniform on their party day. They will have party games and lots of fun within their 
classroom all rounded off with a Christmas Film to watch. Lunch arrangements for that day will be as they are now. 
 

Christmas Dinner Day 
Children come in their uniform but can wear a Christmas Jumper instead of their school jumper/cardigan. A lunch can 
be ordered for those that normally have sandwiches. 
 

School Calendar for 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Mon. 2nd Nov Tues. 5th Jan Mon. 22nd Feb Mon. 12th April Mon. 14th June 

Close Fri. 18th Dec Fri. 12th Feb Fri. 26th March Friday 28th May Fri. 23rd July 
 

 

St. Austin’s Safeguarding Team 
If you or your children have any safeguarding concerns, please remember that our Designated Safeguarding Leads in 

school are: 
Mr. Molyneux, Mrs. Velayudhan, Mrs. Chernenko and Mrs Kendrew. 

https://bit.ly/HollydaysAtHome

