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Friday 20th November 
 

The Feast of Christ The King – Sunday 22nd November – The final Sunday in the Church’s Year 
 

On Sunday we reach the end of the Church’s Year and celebrate the feast of Christ The 
King. Once again, we are unable to be in church for this feast to listen to the Gospel reading. 
Perhaps you and your family might set aside some time this weekend to read the Gospel 
together. You will find it on the Wednesday Word Sheet which is available on the website. 
 

Where are we to look for and find Jesus our king today? 
Jesus is to be found in the hungry, the thirsty, the homeless, the poor and the rejected. We 
are to turn our attention to each other if we are to find Jesus. This great feast asks us to 
draw on the presence of Christ who dwells within each of us so we can reach out to Christ 
in others, especially those who are poor and those who are in any kind of need. 
 

Whatever we do to and for each other, we do to and for Jesus. So if we open our hearts as 
well our eyes we will see Christ the King in everyone we meet. 

 

Reaching out to those in need 
Last half-term, we invited families to purchase a remembrance bulb. Monies raised from this are going to the CAFOD 
Covid Appeal. Through your overwhelming support and generosity, we have raised £580. This means that you have 
helped to fund the cost of 32 Covid Supply Kits for those less fortunate than ourselves. Our initial aim was to raise 
sufficient funds to buy 5 kits. Thank you so much for your donations. 
 

Last week we had a non-uniform day for Children in Need. As always, you were very generous with your donations and 
we raised £298.90. Thank you very much for your generosity. 
 

We also launched our Reverse Advent Calendar Project, which enables us to live out the Gospel message of reaching 
out to those in need. This is especially so as we continue to live through the pandemic which continues to leave many 
families locally, nationally and globally in difficult situations and dealing with great hardship. 
 

In order to support these families over the Christmas period, we would like to invite you to take part in a Trust wide 
reverse Advent Calendar Challenge. Participation in this project is entirely up to you. 
 

From Monday 16th November until Thursday 10th December we are asking you to place items of food in a box or 
container. We intend to donate these food parcels to the foodbanks across the Wakefield Area, which would make a 
huge difference to many families this Christmas.  
 

All the items are to be kept at home until the agreed date which we will send out via a text message. We will have a one 
off collection by the foodbank workers. We shall make sure that all of the collections comply with health and safety 
procedures and all collections will be COVID secure. The foodbank workers will then distribute the food to families who 
need support. 
 

 

Our Virtue to live by is: Hope 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in faith so that you overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” — Romans 15:13 

 

 
 

We have hopes and dreams that we can all work for a better world. 
 

This week has been our final week of focusing on this virtue to live by. Many of our children have been 
recognised in class for living out this virtue. Well done! We are very proud of you. 

 

Next week, we move on to the next Virtue to live by: Patience  
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Advent and Christmas at St. Austin’s 
Advent and Christmas are going to be very different in school this year. We are still, however, determined to ensure that 
the children have a lovely time in the run up to the most exciting time of the year. 
 

These are the events that we are planning for our children dependant on staffing capacity. Unfortunately, they will all 
take place without parents present this year, but we will put photographs on our newsletter and website. We will also be 
videoing some events and sharing these with you during the final week of term. 
 

Blessing of the Advent Wreaths – Monday 30th November 
Next week, each class will make their own Advent Wreath. On Monday 30th November, Fr. Simon will be in school and 
will lead two short services, during which he will bless our Advent Wreaths which will be lit in class each day during 
Advent.   
 

Class Masses for Advent 
Wednesday 2nd December - Class Mass for Y6CD and Wednesday 9th December – Class Mass for Y5B. 
 

At each of these Masses the whole school community will be prayed for. 
 

Whole School End of Term Mass 
Fr Simon will record an interactive Mass for us that we can all participate in from our classrooms on Thursday 17th 
December. The recording of the Mass will take place over the 14th December and 15th December.  
 

Advent Craft Workshops 
These will take place in individual classrooms this year – one afternoon during the month of December. 
 

Christmas Grotto/Den Building Days 
Each bubble across school will have the opportunity to work with Chris Harman and build a Den with a festive flavour. 
 

Session 1 Friday 4th December (am) KS1 classes 

Session 2 Friday 4th December (pm) UFS classes 

Session 3 Monday 7th December (am) LKS2 classes 

Session 4 Monday 7th December (pm) LKS2 classes 

Session 5 Wednesday 16th December (am) UKS2 classes 

Session 6 Wednesday 16th December (pm) UKS2 classes  
 

Foundation Stage Classes 
Unfortunately, we are unable to hold a traditional Christmas Nativity with an audience of parents/carers. Instead, we are 
going to produce a Christmas Video which will involve the children of UFS (unless you haven’t granted us permission 
to use your child in a video). We will share this with our UFS parents during the last week of term. 
 

KS1 Classes 
Again, we cannot hold our KS1 Nativity Play this year. Instead, KS1 have decided to do something a little bit different 
for you. On Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th December they will be treating parents to some carol singing at the end 
of the day when they come to collect their child.  
 

KS2 Classes 
Unfortunately, we cannot hold our traditional Christingle and Carol Service this year. Instead, each class in KS2 will 
perform a Christmas Carol or song which will be recorded and sent out to parents as a video during the final week of 
term. Again, this will involve all children (unless you haven’t granted us permission to use your child in a video). 
 

Christmas Parties 
Christmas parties will still go ahead within each classroom. The dates for the parties are: 

Monday 14th December – UFS and KS1 classes 
Wednesday 16th December – Y3W, Y3/4TG and Y4M classes 

Thursday 17th December – Y5B, Y5/6C and Y6CD classes 
 

Children can come into school in non-uniform on their party day. They will have party games and lots of fun within their 
classroom all rounded off with a Christmas Film to watch. Lunch arrangements for that day will be as they are now. 
 

Christmas Dinner Day – Tuesday 15th December 
Children come in their uniform but can wear a Christmas Jumper instead of their school jumper/cardigan. A lunch can 
be ordered for those that normally have sandwiches. 
 

Coronavirus Updates 
At the end of the school day, please adhere to the following requests: 
 

Please arrive on time to collect your child 
 

Please do not park by the gate at the far corner of our Y3/4 playground.  
This blocks this gate and prevents parents and children from using this gate to exit the school grounds. 

 

Wear a facemask and keep a safe distance from one another. 
 

Leave the school grounds as soon as you have collected your child. 
 

Remember that there are three gates that can be used when leaving the school grounds to avoid queues 
forming. 

 



St. Austin’s Safeguarding Team 
If you or your children have any safeguarding concerns, please remember that our Designated Safeguarding Leads in school are:  

Mr. Molyneux, Mrs. Velayudhan, Mrs. Chernenko and Mrs Kendrew. 


