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Friday 23rd October 
 

 

Our Virtue to live by is: Thankfulness 
 

I count my blessings every day and remember to praise God for them. 

 
 
Keeping EVERYONE safe 
As we reach the end of the first half-term of this school year, I would like to thank everyone for their 
compliance with our systems and procedures that have been in place since September and are likely to 
remain in place for the foreseeable future. An extra special thank you goes to our fantastic team here at St. 
Austin’s who have worked tirelessly this half-term in so many ways. 
 
When we return on Monday 2nd November, the morning drop off routine will remain unchanged. The 
arrangements for the end of day also remain unchanged but we ask that all parents wear a face mask 
whilst in the school grounds. Thank you to those parents who have complied with this request from the 
outset. Unfortunately, we do still have a significant number of parents not wearing face masks. We all need 
to play our part in minimising the risk. 
 
A significant number of parents are not wearing face masks when collecting their child at the end of the day.  
Once again, we ask all parents to comply with our request please.  
 

 
 

 

Contacting school during the half-term holiday 
Although school is closed to all staff and pupils next week for the half-term break, in 
the event of a pupil testing positive for Coronavirus we ask parents to inform us via 
this email address: headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk It is very important that any positive 
results received between school closing today and Sunday are reported to us as we 
will need to notify PHE of close contacts. 

St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School – A Voluntary Catholic Academy 
Back Duke of York Street, Wakefield. WF1 3PF 

01924 339435 
Email: admin@sa.bkcat.co.uk 
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Remote Learning 
As of today, it is now a legal requirement for all schools to provide remote learning for all pupils who are isolating. This 
might be individual cases, small groups or an entire bubble. A Trust wide approach has been taken and all BKCAT 
schools are sending out a letter from our Trust CEO, Mrs. Fitton, and a flowchart outlining what will happen in the event 
of individual children, small groups of children or an entire bubble having to remain at home isolating. Please check 
your emails as these have been sent out today. 
A Remote Learning Policy has been written, which will be shared with staff during our INSET day tomorrow. It will then 
be put onto our school website. Staff will also be working on timetables and Remote Learning resources tomorrow, 
which will then be shared with you in due course. 
 

School Reading Books 
Over the half-term holiday, please could we ask all parents to search bookcases and bedrooms for any school reading 
books that have inadvertently been forgotten and not returned to school. Our stock of School Reading Scheme books 
has been seriously depleted and in some cases we are struggling to provide enough books to enable all children to 
make their way through the reading scheme. Please return these to school within the first week back. No questions will 
be asked; we just need our books back! Thank you. 
 

School Uniform 
Just a reminder that from Monday 2nd November all children must wear our winter uniform. 
 

BOYS:  
Green/Gold striped tie 

White collared shirt 
Grey school trousers 

Green v-necked jumper 
 

GIRLS: 
Green/Gold striped tie 
White collared blouse 

Green skirt or pinafore or grey school trousers, 
Green tights or white socks 

Green v-necked jumper or cardigan 
 

We will continue with the current arrangements for PE days. Children do not need to wear their school uniform on these 
days. They should come to school wearing their PE kits. Please make sure they are wearing the school PE kit which is 
the same throughout the school. 
 

Plain white polo shirt (no logos, no football shirts) 
Plain black shorts (no logos) to be worn for indoor lessons 

Black jogging trousers and a black jogging top (no logos) to be worn for outdoor lessons. 
Trainers must be worn for all outdoor PE lessons. 

 
Parent and Teacher Consultations – Wednesday 4th November 2020 
Thank you for booking your time slot for Parents Evening which will take the form of a telephone conversation with your 
child’s class teacher this term. If you have not booked your appointment time yet, please do so by the 30th October. To 
book your appointment time, please go to http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/staustinscatholicprimary  
It is essential that you provide us with a telephone number that you would like us to call you on. We have asked 
all parents, via a letter sent home earlier this week, to provide this information to us. Thank you to those parents 
who have already done this. 
 

School Photographs (Friday 6th November) 
Our School Photographs company (Braiswick) will be in school on Friday 6th November. All children will have an 
individual photograph taken on this day. Please make sure your child is dressed smartly wearing their full school uniform 
(winter uniform) on this day. PE Kits must not be worn on this day. 
 

Remembering those gone before us – November, the month of remembrance 

Before we know it, November will be upon us. November is traditionally the month when the church remembers all those 
who have died. It is a time for remembering friends and family who we have many happy memories of. We would like 
to celebrate the memory of people who have been close to our school family community. 
 

This year we are inviting all families to celebrate and mark the memories of these special people. At school the children 
will be planting tulips bulbs in our prayer garden and outside spaces. Thank you so much for the generous response 
to this appeal. We have raised £288 for CAFOD and donations totalling £222 have been received for the 
purchasing of bulbs. This truly is evidence of our Virtue to Live By (Thankfulness) in action. 
 

Half-Term Holiday 

Just a reminder that school will be closed to all pupils tomorrow, Friday 23rd October. We re-open after the half-term 
break on Monday 2nd November. For the time being, we will continue with the current start and end of day timings 
– 8.40am start and 3.00pm finish. 
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Activities for the Half-Term Holiday – Wakefield Early Help 
“I’m bored.” Any parents out there will know those two little words can fill you with dread – no more so than during the 
upcoming half term, where there will be a whole week of free time for them! But the Wakefield Early Help website 
http://earlyhelp.wakefield.gov.uk/autumn-2020/ has been updated to include a dedicated section on what’s available 
during autumn and the October half term. This is then also divided into age categories, making it even handier, especially 
when it is hard to know what is on and available due to the extra limitations and restrictions with covid-19. 
 

Holiday requests during term time 

You will be aware that the law states that parents do not have a right to take their child out of school for a holiday during 
term time. Any absence from school will have an impact on a child’s education. The Trust and St. Austin’s firmly believe 
that good attendance should be encouraged and promoted. We adhere to Government legislation and will therefore not 
authorise any holidays in term time. There is no right time to have a holiday during term time, as your child is missing 
out on learning time. Only in exceptional circumstances will leave be granted. Our key priority is to ensure all children 
are as successful as possible, are able to reach their full potential and gain maximum benefits from their educational 
experience. 
 

School Calendar for 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Wed. 2nd Sept Mon. 2nd Nov Tues. 5th Jan Mon. 22nd Feb Mon. 12th April Mon. 14th June 

Close Thurs. 22nd Oct Fri. 18th Dec Fri. 12th Feb Fri. 26th March Friday 28th May Fri. 23rd July 

 
 

 
St. Austin’s Safeguarding Team 

If you or your children have any safeguarding concerns, please remember that our Designated Safeguarding Leads in 
school are: Mr. Molyneux, Mrs. Velayudhan, Mrs. Chernenko and Mrs Kendrew. 

 

 
Wishing all our families a restful and safe half-term holiday. 

 
We look forward to seeing everyone again at 8.40am on Monday 2nd November 
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