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October: The Month of the Holy Rosary 
By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a certain devotion. 
The month of October is dedicated to the holy Rosary, one of the best known of all Catholic 
devotions. October includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7th). The best 
way to celebrate the month is, of course, to pray the Rosary. 
 
The Rosary is centred on the great events in the life of Jesus and Mary. In this month of 
October, let us consider this beautiful prayer of the Rosary as a way of drawing closer to 
Jesus and Mary by meditating on the great mysteries of our salvation. Due to ongoing 

restrictions we are unable to send out the Rosary Packs this year. 
 
Virtues to live by 
This year, across school, we are exploring the ‘Virtues to Live 
By’. In total there are 12 virtues to explore over the course of the 
school year as shown in the grid. Each virtue is explored over a 
three-week period. Through exploring these we are aiming to 
improve our school community’s virtue literacy and to deepen our 
understanding and appreciation of the essential role the virtues 
play in the education of the whole person to human flourishing. 
The virtues chosen are common across all cultures and faiths, 
but are sourced from the Christian tradition. They are linked 
directly to work in our Diocese on the Virtues and Character 
Education. 
 
This half-term we are focusing on ‘Respect, Courtesy and 
Thankfulness.’ Respect is one of our three school rules.  
 

Respect and Courtesy 
I am respectful. 

I treat others as I would like to be treated. 
I show courtesy to everyone as we are all made in God’s image and likeness. 

 
Thankfulness 

I am grateful for all I have and praise God for all he has given me. 
 

All of our children are encouraged to be Virtuous Role Models. Staff in school will be identifying children who 
are living out the virtue and presenting them with Virtues certificates. In time, we will publish the names of 
our Virtuous Role Models on our weekly newsletter. 
 

Mastery English 
This year we have adopted the Mastery English approach to support our delivery of the English Curriculum. 
Mastery English is an English curriculum rooted in the use of high quality texts which are used by our teachers 
to enable our children to write exciting, technically skilled, extended pieces of writing at the end of each unit. 
Reading comprehension and grammatical knowledge are taught in context to facilitate deep and meaningful 
learning.  
 
The curriculum is broken down into sequential steps within each unit. Key 
learning is taught within the context of a whole class text. All children 
produce an extended piece of writing at the end of each unit building up 
their stamina for writing by writing a little each day. Mastery English enables 
children to develop the skills they need for producing a piece of extended 
writing.  
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Covid-19 Updates – Keeping EVERYONE safe 
Our Start and End of Day arrangements are continuing to work well. Please remember that all children must 
be in class by 8.55am. Our gates will be closed at 8.55am. All children should be collected at 3pm. 
 

A Hot Meal option will be available to all children who choose to have a school meal from Monday 5th October 
onwards. 
 

We ask all parents to adhere to the following advice please, especially regarding the wearing of face masks. 
 

 
 
 

NEW email address 
If you wish to contact our school office by email please use the following NEW address: 
admin@sa.bkcat.co.uk  
 

Barnardos – See Hear Respond – Support for Schools, Families and Children during the Covid-19 
pandemic 
 

See Hear Respond is a partnership to help children, young people and families cope with the Covid-19 crisis. 
It is a new service funded by the Department for Education.  The See, Hear, Respond Partnership will quickly 
identify and support children, young people and families who are struggling to cope with the impacts of 
coronavirus.  
 

The See, Hear, Respond Partnership has been created specifically to help children and young people in 
England who are experiencing increased adversity during coronavirus. 
 

See, Hear, Respond will contact every referral made to them, so no one gets missed.  They will then find a 
partner best placed to offer support. Help is available in one or more of four ways: 
 

 an online hub of support and information, 

 online counselling and therapy  

 face-to-face support for those most affected and at risk of some of today’s most pertinent issues, 
and 

 helping children and young people reintegrate back into school. 
The partnership seek to invite referrals for families who are most isolated from support due to Covid-19. 
 

Children, young people and their families can find out more information at https://www.barnardos.org.uk/see-
hear-respond  
 

St. Austin’s Safeguarding Team 
If you or your children have any safeguarding concerns, please remember that our Designated 

Safeguarding Leads in school are: Mr. Molyneux, Mrs. Velayudhan, Mrs. Chernenko and Mrs Kendrew. 

 
School Calendar for 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Wed. 2nd Sept Mon. 2nd Nov Tues. 5th Jan Mon. 22nd Feb Mon. 12th April Mon. 14th June 

Close Thurs. 22nd Oct Fri. 18th Dec Fri. 12th Feb Fri. 26th March Friday 28th May Fri. 23rd July 

 
 We wish all our families a safe and relaxing weekend. 
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