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Our Weekly Spiritual Reflection – Change 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 In this Sunday’s Gospel, we read the account of the father and his two sons. The father asked his two sons 
to go and work in his vineyard. One of his sons initially refused to do what his father asked of him but then 

did as he was asked. The other initially agreed to his father’s request but then did not go. 
Both of them changed their minds but only one of them made a change for the better. 

We all aim to make changes for the better in our lives. Change is something that most of us don’t find easy. 
We are certainly being challenged by the many changes being imposed on us as the pandemic continues 

to affect our lives. 
Some of the changes have restricted us but maybe there have been some changes that have improved or 

enriched our lives. 
 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,  
the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Changes in school 
We continue to change and adapt to new ways of working and operating in school. On Tuesday, we implemented 
another change to our end of day procedures by reducing the number of adults entering the school grounds via the 
same gate by opening up another entrance into school. We also opened additional gates to enable parents and children 
to exit safely. We are opening the pedestrian gate at the far corner of the Year 3 and 4 playground at the end of the 
school day.  
 

From Monday 5th October, we are making another change at lunchtime. We will be returning to the normal School Dinner 
Menu, which means that any child having a school dinner will be able to choose a hot meal. We are still unable to use 
our school halls but we have worked with our school kitchen staff and Dolce and have come up with a way of ensuring 
a hot meal can be quickly and safely taken from the school kitchen to the classrooms. Please see the 3-week menu that 
has been sent out with this newsletter. We strongly encourage ALL of our children in Reception Classes and Y1 and Y2 
classes to choose the school meal option. Remember, these are free for all children in these year groups. 
We also encourage children in KS2, especially those who are entitled to benefits related free school meals, to consider 
switching to a hot meal each day especially as we move towards the autumn and winter months.  
 

If your financial circumstances have changed as a result of the impact of Covid-19, you may be eligible to claim for free 
school meals. Please visit our website homepage and use the two links to download a Free School Meals Application 
Form and accompanying Transparency Notice if you would like to submit an application. 
 

On the 1st October, Dolce are offering a ‘Disney Day Menu.’ Even if your child does not normally have a school dinner, 
why not have a day off from making a packed lunch and opt for the Disney Day Menu? A poster advertising this day has 
been sent out to parents and can also be found on our website. 
 

Sickness and Absence 
If your child develops any of the Coronavirus symptoms: high temperature (over 38O C), a new, continuous cough, or a 
complete loss or change of smell or taste, PLEASE KEEP YOR CHILD OFF SCHOOL AND AT HOME and arrange for 
a test. Your child must then stay at home until you get the result even if they begin to feel better. We really appreciate 
those parents who have kindly shown us their test result. If you are unable to get a test, or you choose not to have your 
child tested, your child cannot attend school for ten days. 
 

If your child is absent, you will need to ring the school office before 10am on the first morning of the absence and each 
day thereafter until your child returns to school. Please help us by giving us as much detail as you can. If you tell 
us that your child has any of the Coronavirus symptoms we will ask if you have already been or are planning 
to get tested.   
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Remote Learning - Supporting your child when they are not in school 
If your child is absent from school because they are generally unwell, we will not send any work home to them. It is 
important that they rest and recover so that they can return to school fit and well to continue their learning. Usually, in 
these circumstances, children are only off for a few days and can quickly catch up on missed learning. 
 

If your child has to isolate due to a member of the household developing symptoms, they should stay at home until the 
household member has been tested. If they receive a negative result and no one else in the household has developed 
symptoms, they can return to school. In these circumstances, we will provide work from school for your child to complete 
at home. 
 

If your child has to isolate due to a member of the household testing positive, they must stay at home for 14 days. A 
work pack containing enough work for two weeks will be issued. 
 

We will begin sending work home to children who are isolating from Monday 5th October. Staff are currently working 
hard to create work packs that mirror, where possible, the work that is taking place in the classroom. We hope that all 
parents appreciate that the focus this month has been on getting all children back to school safely and delivering our 
recovery curriculum. 
 

Staff are also undergoing training on providing online remote learning. We are still in the early stages of this process 
and have trailed Google Classrooms in some year groups. Please remember, this is a very different way of working for 
all of us. We are also considering the needs of our whole school community and recognize that online learning may not 
work for some families. Please help us to help you by completing the Remote Learning Survey. A paper copy has 
been sent home with your child today. This survey can also be completed online by following this link 

https://tinyurl.com/y3p3fn3x  or via the link on our school website. Please complete EITHER the online 
survey OR the paper version. 
 

Recovery Curriculum 
Now that all children are back in school, we felt it important for you to be aware of the approach that we are taking as a 
school. We have put your child’s well-being at the centre of our thinking. We acknowledge that the children will have 
had different experiences during this time. We have thought carefully about the most effective way to support your child’s 
ability to learn.  
 
How have we implemented our Recovery Curriculum? 
 
Since returning to school on the 2nd September we have… 
 

 Used a gradual approach to returning to school life – staggered starts, earlier finish time, breaks and 
lunchtimes in small groups building up to gradual return of ‘normal’ procedures – dinner hour, playtimes with 
more than one class. 

 

 Begun every morning with collective worship and every afternoon with meditation. 
 

 Taken the time to revisit our three school rules – ready, safe, respect. 
 

 Engaged the children in a Memories Box Activity. 
 

 Carried out Phonics Checks in UFS, Y1, Y2, and Y3 (and where necessary in other KS2 classes) 
 

 Prioritised the non-negotiables in all cross-curricular work and made meaningful links to Reading, Writing and 
Maths where possible. 

 

 Completed a baseline writing assessment. 
 

 Completed Autumn Term Transition Assessments in Reading, GPS and Maths.  
 

 Used the results from the above to identify gaps in children’s learning and enable teachers to plug these gaps 
through intervention and quality first teaching. 

 

 Carried out Speed Reading exercises. 
 

 Used Restorative Practice techniques when having conversations with pupils who have experienced difficulties 
readjusting to rules, routines, being back in school etc. 

 

 Introduced a new English Scheme – Mastery English. 
 

 Provided opportunities to read in class each day for 10 minutes. 
 

 Timetabled Guided Reading Sessions on a Friday morning in KS1 classes. 
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 Included Whole Class Reading Sessions in KS2 classes. 
 

 Ensured daily writing opportunities. 
 

 Taught daily Maths lessons following the objectives for the Autumn Term. 
 

 Planned and delivered two ‘Big Maths’ Sessions each week in KS2. 
 

 Included Handwriting Practice within the weekly timetable. 
 

 Timetabled PE lessons twice a week – all lessons taking place outdoors. 
 

 Taught RE, Science, History and Art lessons across all year groups. 
 

 Welcomed Mr. Radcliffe back to teach French to Years 5 and 6 on a Friday morning. 
 

 Introduced Google Classrooms (in some classes) to begin preparing the children for Remote Learning.  
 
Still to come… 
 

 French lessons for Years 3 and 4 after the half-term break. 
 

 Virtual Parent/Teacher Meetings via telephone. 
 

 Introduction to Google Classrooms for KS1 classes. 
 

Keeping EVERYONE safe 
Please drive slowly and carefully when approaching our school. We have recently witnessed some careless and 
dangerous driving directly outside our school. One of our parents witnessed a car mounting the pavement leading up to 
the school gates on Wednesday morning narrowly missing one of our Y6 pupils.  
At the end of the day we are opening three different gates to enable parents and children to leave the site without social 
distancing being compromised. Please do not park near the pedestrian gate at the far corner of our Y3/4 playground as 
this both blocks this entrance and restricts visibility for parents and children leaving the site. 
 

Thank you to the vast majority who have really followed the guidance and remained mindful of not only protecting 
themselves, but also that of their family and our whole school family. Please assist us by wearing masks at all times 
during drop off and pick up. Avoid being closer than 2m with any other parent and please move swiftly off site and off 
any nearby paths to assist us. It is essential now that we continue this into the next few months. We can only do 
so much within the school grounds and we really need a team effort to keep us all safe. We know we can rely on this. 
 

We are continually monitoring the drop off and collection arrangements and will not hesitate to put changes in place 
when safety is compromised. On the whole, parents favour the current arrangements over the staggered start and finish 
times. The current arrangement enables a collective start and finish time and is significantly more convenient for parents 
on a tight time schedule. Let’s work together to ensure these arrangements remain in place. 
 

Quick reminders 
 Please do not speak to school staff when dropping off each morning and collecting at the end of the day. 

 To minimise the number of people on site, please remember that we have requested only one adult collects 
their child(ren) at the end of the day. 

 Please observe our one-way system. 

 Parents must not access our site via Pinders Primary School entrance UNLESS they are collecting a child from 
one of our Reception Classes. 

 Please supervise your children at all times especially near the car park and gates. 

 Please DO NOT enter the school office for any reason, please phone or email if you need assistance and staff 
will be happy to help.  

 Children need to be brought to school on time, not too early and not too late.  

 Children need to be collected on time. If you are going to be unavoidably delayed in collecting your child, please 
have the courtesy to telephone the school office to let us know. 

 

Online Open Evening – Tuesday 29th September from 5pm 
St. Thomas a Becket Catholic Secondary School will be having an Online Open Evening for parents of children currently 
in Y6 who will be moving to High School in September 2021. To join this event, simply log on to www.visitbeckets.org  
 

New Website 
We are hoping to launch our new St. Austin’s Website within the next few weeks. We will let you know when it goes live. 
 

 

http://www.visitbeckets.org/


Cardigans, Jumpers and Coats 
As the weather begins to turn cooler, please make sure your child is wearing a school jumper or cardigan every day. 
We are continuing to keep our classrooms well ventilated as per government guidelines. All children should bring a 
jacket or coat to school with them to wear at playtimes and when waiting to be collected from the playgrounds at the 
end of the day. Thank you for your co-operation with this. 
 

Additional Information 
As well as this weekly newsletter, please make sure you have received and read the following: 
School Dinner Menu 
Disney Day Menu 

Remote Learning Survey 
  

Have a good weekend everyone. 
 

 

 

  

 


