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Our Weekly Spiritual Reflection – Generosity 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus uses the images of workers and a vineyard to show us how generous God 

is and how this generosity is unlimited and offered to each one of us. 
 

True generosity is giving simply to give or loving simply to love. When we consider whether we practice 
generosity in our lives, it is important to reflect and ask ourselves why we give and what do we expect to 

receive through giving.  
By giving, we become part of something far greater than ourselves.  

 

Dear Lord, teach us to be generous; teach us to serve you as you deserve, 
To give and not to count the cost, to toil and not to seek for rest, 

To labour and not to ask for reward, save that of knowing that we do your will. Amen 
 

Thank You! 
We would like to say ‘Thank You’ to all of our parents for their support and cooperation with the changes we have made 
this week to the start and end of day systems. It was clear that you had prepared your children well as they confidently 
came into school on their own on Monday morning. The end of day system has also worked well and we have received 
a number of really positive comments from parents. Within 15 minutes most afternoons all parents have collected their 
child and left the school grounds. It is really important that we continue to do this to minimize the number of people on 
site and, more importantly, to keep everyone safe. The only slight change we will be making to this system next week 
is to ask all parents to collect at 3pm each day. The children will be ready and waiting for you. 
 

Social Distancing 
When you bring your child to school each morning, there will always be a member of the senior leadership team at the 
gate. Unfortunately, at this moment in time, we cannot have conversations with one another face to face. If you have an 
issue or something that you wish to bring to our attention, please contact the school office. They will pass the message 
on to the relevant member of staff who will then get back to you within 24hrs.  
 

Lunchtime Arrangements 
As you know, we made another change this week in regard to our lunchtime arrangements. All children now have their 
lunch at the same time but in individual classrooms. Each bubble then gets the opportunity to spend time out on the 
playground. Again, the children have been a credit to you as they have been so sensible.  
 

Keeping EVERYONE safe 
At the end of the school day, please do not allow your children to play on any of the outdoor equipment. We 
respectfully ask that once you have collected your children you leave the school grounds immediately. Please do not 
ask to speak with your child’s class teacher at the end of the school day. Teachers are busy ensuring that all 
children are safely collected and are also working hard to keep everyone safe. Of course, this is not our usual practice 
and rest assured, we still want to work in partnership with you but we cannot have end of day conversations at the 
moment. Please call the school office and request that your child’s class teacher gives you a call. Thank you for 
supporting us with this. 
 

Sickness and Absence 
We are living in confusing times at the moment and hearing many mixed messages regarding what to do when our 
children are unwell. We are well aware that getting tested is not easy and many people are having to wait a number of 
days to get a test. The advice we received from Wakefield and Kirklees Infection Control Team earlier in the week stated 
that children can still attend school if they have a runny nose, sore throat or headache but a generally well in themselves.  
If your child is feeling generally unwell, our advice is as it always has been in school, please keep them at home until 
they feel well enough to return to school.  
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If your child develops any of the Coronavirus symptoms: high temperature (over 38O C), a new, continuous cough, or a 
complete loss or change of smell or taste, PLEASE KEEP YOR CHILD OFF SCHOOL AND AT HOME and arrange for 
a test. Your child must then stay at home until you get the result even if they begin to feel better. We really appreciate 
those parents who have kindly shown us their test result. 
 

If you are unable to get a test, or you choose not to have your child tested, your child cannot attend school for ten days. 
We appreciate that the guidance is changing and can be confusing at times and ask that you work with us.  
 

If your child is absent, you will need to ring the school office before 10am on the first morning of the absence and each 
day thereafter until your child returns to school. We have a facility on our school telephone system that allows you to 
report a pupil absence. Please help us by giving us as much detail as you can. If you tell us that your child has 
any of the Coronavirus symptoms we will ask if you have already been or are planning to get tested.   
 
Special Educational Needs 
All schools have a member of staff who has responsibility for SEN across school. This is a very important role in school 
as the SEN coordinator has the responsibility for coordinating SEN provision for those children who have additional 
needs or require support beyond the high quality provision that exists in all classrooms. Our Interim SEN coordinator is 
Miss. Hale who will be working in school one day each week during the autumn term. Miss. Hale is also the SEN 
coordinator at St. Thomas a Becket High School and was a Primary School teacher and SEN coordinator before moving 
into secondary education.  
 
A little bit of normality 
This week along with a return to the hour lunchbreak, two things have happened that reminded us of what life was like 
before the pandemic. On Tuesday morning we held a really special event in school – our UFS Welcome Assembly. 
Thankfully the weather was really kind to us and we were able to have this assembly outside and ensured that social 
distancing measures were adhered to. Each child was given a pebble to put in our pebble pot. This symbolizes that they 
are a member of the St. Austin’s community. The journey has now begun and we look forward to seeing them grow and 
develop during their time with us. We ask God to keep all of our children safe. This was the prayer that was used in our 
assembly. 

Dear God, come be with us today, fill our hearts with joy and our minds with learning. 
Fill our classrooms with peace and our lessons with fun.  

Fill our friendships with kindness and our school with love. Amen 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yesterday, we welcomed Miss. Kitson back into school. Miss. Kitson is part of the Diocese of Leeds Singing Programme 
and she spent some time with our Y4 children. We were able to put measures in place in our hall to ensure this 
enrichment activity could take place safely and adhering to our risk assessments. It was lovely to hear the piano being 
played and the beautiful sound of children singing. It’s been too long since we’ve heard these wonderful sounds and 
certainly made us feel happy. 
 
Next week, we will see the return of our peripatetic music teachers and Year 3 will begin their ukulele lessons. 

 
School Calendar for 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Wed. 2nd Sept Mon. 2nd Nov Tues. 5th Jan Mon. 22nd Feb Mon. 12th April Mon. 14th June 

Close Thurs. 22nd Oct Fri. 18th Dec Fri. 12th Feb Fri. 26th March Friday 28th May Fri. 23rd July 

 
 Have a good weekend everyone. 

 


