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Friday 3rd July 2020 
 

 

Our Weekly Spiritual Reflection  
 

In the Gospel reading this weekend, Jesus offers us this invitation, ‘Come to me all you who are 
overburdened.’ 
In our ‘normal’ daily lives before Covid 19, we all experienced the struggles and difficulties of daily life; illness, 
family problems, bereavement and so much more. These recent months however have put so much stress 
and strain on all of us because of separation, isolation, social distancing, illness and sadly death. Our usual 
daily routines and activities were suddenly stopped, even taken from us. No one saw this coming. There were 
no countries, health services or governments prepared for the impact this virus has had and is still having on 
us personally, locally, nationally and globally. We have all responded as best we can. 
We are not alone as we experience any of this. Jesus says to each 
of us ‘Come to me if you are overburdened and I will give you 
rest.’ Jesus is not asking us to go through any of this on our own. 
He wants to walk with us by our side and wants us to walk with him. 
As we take up our cross and follow Jesus, he also wants to support 
and strengthen us during these difficult days. We are not alone.  
As we continue to live with the ongoing impact of the virus, let us 
accept Jesus’s invitation: ‘Come to me, all you who labour and 
are overburdened and I will give you rest.’ 
 
 

Increasing numbers 
We have had over 100 pupils in school each day this week. Numbers of children attending our key worker 
group have increased but we also welcomed back 12 of our Y5 pupils who have enjoyed four days back in 
school. A different group of Y5 pupils will also experience time back in school next week before the summer 
holiday. Without doubt, all children who have returned, have or are continuing to benefit from being back in 
a routine. Hopefully, all of our children will be back in September, still working in ‘bubbles’ but of greater size. 
 
Return of all pupils – September 2020 
Yesterday morning, we received the government guidance on the reopening of all schools to all pupils from 

September. The guidance is being carefully considered and a reopening plan will be drafted early next week 

and shared with the Academy Trust and Academy Council later in the week. We plan to share the plan with 

you in next week’s newsletter. 

Online Learning 
This week, we began trialling live lessons via Google Classrooms, which was very successful and we have 
already received some really positive feedback – thank you. A separate letter containing further information 
and individual logins was sent to parents of children in KS2 last week.  
 
At the time of writing this newsletter the live lessons scheduled for next week are as follows. More may be 
added and we’ll send a Groupcall message out as an alert to relevant classes. 
 

Class Day Time Subject 

Y3W Wednesday 8th July 
Friday 10th July 

10.30am 
10.30am 

Maths 
English  

Y3/4AT Tuesday 7th July 
Tuesday 7th July 

10.00am 
11.20am 

English 
Maths 

Y4M Wednesday 8th July 
Friday 10th July  

11.20am 
11.20am 

Maths 
English 

Y5B Wednesday 8th July 10.00am English  

Y5/6C Monday 6th July 
Friday 10th July 

12.30pm 
12.30pm 

English 
Maths  
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We are planning to continue to develop the use of this method of remote education beyond the summer term. 
In the event of a bubble needing to self-isolate, or a local lockdown requiring pupils to remain at home at 
some point during the autumn term, this is likely to be one of the ways of how we will offer immediate remote 
education. 
 

Y6 Leavers Events 
A separate letter has been sent out to our Y6 parents today notifying them of the events we are planning in 
school (and virtually) to mark the end of their time with us. 
 

Let’s get Silly! 
This summer, Wakefield Libraries in partnership with the Reading Agency are asking 
families to have some seriously silly fun together. Join the Silly Squad, Summer Reading 
Challenge 2020, and its hilarious cast of characters and have some family fun reading 
together. This year, there is a brand new digital reading challenge and you can join and take 
part online at www.sillysquad.org.uk  
The Silly Squad is a team of animal friends who love to go on adventures and get stuck in 
to all different kinds of funny books. Join the Silly Squad on a new adventure by setting your 
own personal reading challenge to complete this summer. Keep track of your books, reviews 
and unlock rewards along the way. There are also heaps of super silly activities, quizzes, 
videos, games and more to keep you entertained at home. 
There will be lots of ideas for reading fun and don’t forget you can borrow books and talking books from the 
digital library services. Go on - be silly this summer! 
 

PE Sessions at school and at home 
The Wakefield Schools Sports Partnership (SSP) continue to add new material to their You Tube channel. 
They aim to continue further populating the channel over the next few weeks and months with as much high 
quality content as possible.  
The Wakefield SSP YouTube channel will allow the children at home the chance to take part in the same PE 
sessions or exercises. Parents can subscribe to the page, this will then notify them every time new content 
is added to the page!  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM-Ng4ZfVw3Y9E3tAxMpfpw?disable_polymer=true  
 

COVID-19 Summer Food Fund 

The Covid-19 Summer Food Fund will provide support for children who are eligible for benefits-related free 
school meals (FSM) over the summer holiday period. Please refer to the Department for Education guidance 
at www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-summer-food-fund  
 

Each eligible child can receive a £90 eCode to cover the summer holiday period. We will place an order for 
the eCode during the week beginning 6th July and it will be issued to the parent/carer within seven days.  This 
will enable us to identify if a family hasn’t received their eCode and resolve the issue before the holidays 
begin. 
 

Annual reports to parents 
End of Year reports will be sent out to parents (via email) on Friday 10th July. The report is a simple summary 
of progress based on the time your child was in school between September 2019 and the end of March 2020.  
 

School Calendar for 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Wed. 2nd Sept Mon. 2nd Nov Tues. 5th Jan Mon. 22nd Feb Mon. 12th April Mon. 14th June 

Close Thurs. 22nd Oct Fri. 18th Dec Fri. 12th Feb Fri. 26th March Friday 28th May Fri. 23rd July 
 

Reopening of our parish churches 
St Austin's Church will be open for private prayer on: 
 

Tuesdays:    9.30am to 11.30am 
 

Thursdays:   2.00pm to 4.00pm 
 

Saturdays:    2.00pm to 4.00pm. 
 
St. Peter & St. Paul's Church is open for private prayer on: 
 

Wednesday evenings from 6pm to 7pm  
 

and on  
 

Friday mornings from 11am to 12noon. 
 

We wish all our families a restful weekend. Please check our website for the weekly photo gallery. 
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