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Our Weekly Spiritual Reflection 
‘Sunday is the feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. We remember and celebrate 
two of Gods’ most unlikely heroes; Peter and Paul.  Each in their own way carried 
on the mission and ministry of Jesus as they proclaimed the gospel through their 
words and actions as missionary disciples in the early church. 
 

Peter knew Jesus for at least three years. He was one of his closest friends and 
followers. He heard Jesus speak and teach, he saw Jesus work miracles. Peter 
was at the Last Supper with Jesus; he was witness to all that happened to Jesus. 
And, as we know Peter not only witnessed these events, he was directly involved 
in them. Famously, he denied that he even knew Jesus as he was being arrested 
prior to his crucifixion and death. Peter lost faith in Jesus, but Jesus never lost his 

faith in Peter. He was then given the responsibility for leading the Church, the People of God. 
 

God does not choose the powerful, the wealthy, the clever or the important. God chooses the least likely who 
have the most potential. As it says in the Old Testament; God does not look at outer appearances, but 
at the heart of a person. 
 

Paul never actually met Jesus, but he did experience Jesus in a most profound way. On the road to 
Damascus; he heard these words, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ By persecuting the followers 
of Jesus, Saul was persecuting Jesus himself. Saul becomes Paul, the greatest missionary of the early 
Church. Again, God does not look at outer appearance, but at the heart of a person. 
 

These are role models of what it means to be a follower of Jesus today. Jesus called Peter who denied him 
and Paul who persecuted him to be his witnesses; so why wouldn’t the same Jesus call us to be his witness 
and followers? Are we so different from these two men? Perhaps we when hear Jesus call us by our name, 
we might say Who me or Why me? Maybe that’s what Peter and Paul both said when Jesus called them by 
their name! We say, Lord, ‘Why me?’ Jesus says, ‘Why not you?’                     Brother Michael Moore OMI 
 

Further reopening of school 
We received an encouraging response when we spoke with our Y5 parents earlier this week. Over the next 
two weeks we will welcome back two groups of our Y5 pupils for 4 days. Parents of these children have been 
notified by letter earlier this week of the arrangements. This further reopening is in line with our risk 
assessment and has been approved by the Academy Trust. We will not be reopening to any other year 
groups during the remaining three weeks of term.  
 

Return of all pupils 
On Tuesday we heard the news that it is the Government’s plan to allow all schools to open to ALL pupils 
again from September. We have been informed that Government guidance will be issued next week on this. 
We will then begin using the guidance to plan for the full reopening of St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School 
from September onwards. We will share these plans with you in due course. 
 

Online Learning 
Mindful of the fact that many of our pupils are still at home, we have continued our research into online 
learning. We are planning to use Google Classrooms and will begin trialling this with some year groups over 
the next three weeks. This will enable us to deliver live lessons that pupils will be able to join in with from 
home. Google Classroom is a safe and secure solution for children to access learning materials directly from 
their class teachers; a location in which they can collaborate with their peers by sharing useful websites and 
tips to completing assignments; a hub to allow blended learning direct from their school classrooms into the 
comfort of your own homes. A separate letter containing further information and individual logins has been 
sent to parents of children in KS2. We hope to extend this further to other year groups over time. We ask that 
our Y3 and Y4 children log in as soon as they get their codes to find out when their first live lessons will be. 
Please contact us via the KS2 email address if you are experiencing any difficulties logging in.  
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Diocese of Leeds Times Tables Rockstars Competition 
A massive thank you to everyone who took part in the inaugural Diocese of Leeds Times Tables Rockstars 
Competition last week. With the combined efforts of those at home alongside those in school last week, we 
are immensely proud to announce that we came 2nd out of 37 primary schools from across the Diocese of 
Leeds. We amassed an average points score of 242,479. We are already looking forward to the next 
competition. Well done everyone! Although the competition is over, please keep accessing and using this 
great resource. 
 

Bug Club – our online reading scheme 
We launched our online reading scheme, ‘Bug Club’ recently. We have noticed that a number of our children 
do not appear to have accessed this fantastic reading resource yet. Logins have been issued for the site and 
all children must complete the comprehension activities after reading each book that has been assigned to 
them. This indicates to school that the book has been read. We hope to be reporting that all children have 
accessed this resource by this time next week. Keep reading! 
 

Let’s get Silly! 
This summer, Wakefield Libraries in partnership with the Reading Agency are asking 
families to have some seriously silly fun together. Join the Silly Squad, Summer Reading 
Challenge 2020, and its hilarious cast of characters and have some family fun reading 
together. This year, there is a brand new digital reading challenge and you can join and take 
part online at www.sillysquad.org.uk  
The Silly Squad is a team of animal friends who love to go on adventures and get stuck in 
to all different kinds of funny books. Join the Silly Squad on a new adventure by setting your 
own personal reading challenge to complete this summer. Keep track of your books, reviews 
and unlock rewards along the way. There are also heaps of super silly activities, quizzes, 

videos, games and more to keep you entertained at home. 
There will be lots of ideas for reading fun and don’t forget you can borrow books and talking books from the 
digital library services. Go on - be silly this summer! 
 

 

PE Sessions at school and at home 
Our School has been using the Wakefield Schools Sports Partnership to enhance and support the teaching 
of PE since September 2019. Like many organisations, they have had to adapt their ways of working in recent 
months. They have created their own Wakefield SSP YouTube channel which is now up and running, with a 
few Gymnastics sessions already on the channel. They aim to populate the channel over the next few weeks 
and months with as much high quality content as possible. They are aiming for the content to cover everything 
from Warm Up games, individual exercise sessions, virtual sports days, as well as games that can be played 
under the current social distancing rules. 
We will be using this resource in school and have been asked by SSP to share the link with parents, as they 
are conscious there are still a high number of students studying at home. The Wakefield SSP YouTube 
channel will allow the children at home the chance to take part in the same PE sessions or exercises. Parents 
can subscribe to the page, this will then notify them every time new content is added to the page! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM-Ng4ZfVw3Y9E3tAxMpfpw?disable_polymer=true  
 

Y6 Leavers 
Although it is wonderful to have almost 100 pupils in school now, it still feels very strange to be heading into 
the final few weeks of the school year with so many of the things that would normally be happening at this 
time of year noticeably absent. By now, our Y6 children would be rehearsing and perfecting their end of year 
production, preparing for their Leavers Mass and spending time at their High School amongst many other 
things.  
Despite the very different times that we are living through at the moment, we are still planning to mark the 
end of a significant chapter in our Y6 children’s lives. Sadly, there won’t be a production or a Leavers Mass 
in Church but staff are in the process of planning some socially distancing friendly events for each bubble 
and some virtual events for all Year 6 children to take part in irrespective of whether they are in school or at 
home. These 45 wonderfully unique and talented individuals deserve to celebrate the end of their primary 
education and we are doing everything we can to ensure that this is a memorable occasion. A letter will be 
sent out to all Y6 parents early next week. 
 

Free School Meals Assistance 

Some of our families have been receiving Free School Meals Vouchers in recent months. It is our 
understanding that the Government are continuing to offer these vouchers to families whose children are not 
in school and therefore learning from home. If your child returns to school, you will no longer be eligible 
to receive the voucher FOR THAT CHILD as they will be provided with a free school meal from our school 
kitchen. The Covid-19 Summer Food Fund will provide support for children who are eligible for benefits-
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related free school meals (FSM) over the summer holiday period. Please refer to the Department for 
Education guidance at www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-summer-food-fund  
 

Each eligible child can receive a £90 eCode to cover the summer holiday period. We will place an order for 
the eCode during the week beginning 6th July and it will be issued to the parent/carer within seven days.  This 
will enable us to identify if a family hasn’t received their eCode and resolve the issue before the holidays 
begin. 
 
Trip Money refunds 
Prior to lockdown, we had a number of trips and two residentials booked for various year groups across 
school. For obvious reasons these were cancelled. We will refund all parents the full amount of monies paid 
before the end of term. We thank you for your patience and understanding with this. 
 
Annual reports to parents 
End of Year reports will be sent out to parents (via email) on Friday 10th July. The report is a simple summary 
of progress based on the time your child was in school between September 2019 and the end of March 2020. 
It will also inform you of your child’s class teacher for next academic year. 
 
Staffing Structure for next academic year 
 

Class Teacher 

UFS Class Mrs. Kendrew 

UFS Class Miss. Gourmley 

Y1 Miss. Tickle 

Y1/2 Mrs. Curzon 

Y2 Mrs. Velayudhan 

Y3 Miss. Workman 

Y3/4 Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Gregory 

Y4 Mrs. Adams 

Y5 Miss Balmond 

Y5/6 Mrs. Chernenko 

Y6 Mrs. Conley and Mrs. Durkan 

 
The above structure relies on school reopening to all pupils with usual class sizes. If we are recommended 
to have smaller class sizes the structure will change. 
 
School Calendar for 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Open Wed. 2nd Sept Mon. 2nd Nov Tues. 5th Jan Mon. 22nd Feb Mon. 12th April Mon. 14th June 

Close Thurs. 22nd Oct Fri. 18th Dec Fri. 12th Feb Fri. 26th March Friday 28th May Fri. 23rd July 

 
Reopening of our parish churches 
St Austin's Church will be open for private prayer at the following times from Tuesday 30th June onwards: 
 

Tuesdays:    9.30am to 11.30am 
 

Thursdays:   2.00pm to 4.00pm 
 

Saturdays:    2.00pm to 4.00pm. 
 
St. Peter & St. Paul's Church is open for private prayer on: 
 

Wednesday evenings from 6pm to 7pm  
 

and on  
 

Friday mornings from 11am to 12noon. 
 

We wish all our families a restful weekend. Thank you for your continued support during these 
challenging times. The many positive words of encouragement that have been shared with staff via 

emails, telephone calls as well as those from parents of children currently at school have been 
much appreciated.  
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