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A Reflection on the Ascension of the Lord  
“Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. 
And know that I am with you always; yes to the end of time.”  

The above quotation is from the Gospel reading that was read in church on the Feast of the 
Ascension of the Lord. The Church celebrated this feast day yesterday and, ordinarily, we 
would have gathered together for Mass in school to celebrate Christ’s ascension to this 
eternal glory in heaven and express our Christian hope that where he has gone before us, 
we will one day follow, to live for ever in the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus' mission on earth is completed and He is taken back to Heaven, opening the door of 
Heaven to us all.  
 
Half-Term Holiday 
The two-week Half-Term holiday officially begins today. As was the case during the Easter Holiday, we will 
not be setting any online or paper-based learning for the next two weeks. Although we can’t yet physically go 
on holiday to other destinations we wish all of our families a restful half-term break. Hopefully the sun will 
keep shining on us all.  
 
Partial reopening plans 
Since Monday 23rd March our school has remained open to children of critical workers and those with specific 
vulnerabilities. This will continue during the half-term holiday and beyond. We continue to ask parents who 
are critical workers to provide us with a letter of proof from their employer when they request a place for 
childcare provision. Parents have only used this provision when there has been no alternative, i.e., when 
shift patterns have overlapped. The vast majority of our critical worker parents have not needed to access 
alternative provision as they have made alternative arrangements or there has been another member of the 
household who has been able to provide childcare at home.  
 
At the time of sending this newsletter, the government are still asking all schools to plan and prepare for the 
partial reopening for children in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 from the beginning of June. A wealth of 
information and guidance has been made available and schools have used these documents to put in place 
detailed reopening plans and robust risk assessments.  
 
We have taken into careful consideration the uniqueness of our school, the fact that we have two buildings 
on one site and the larger than average size of our year groups compared to some local primary schools. 
Our reopening plan reflects these factors and more, and it is our intention, in line with government guidance, 
to split each year group (Reception, Year 1 and Year 6) into three groups of 15. Although we are a larger 
school than most in the locality, to split the children into more than three groups per year would not be feasible 
as we do not have sufficient staff to cover more than three groups per year AND those children whose parents 
are critical key workers.  
 
The media has been awash with images and reports of what classrooms may look like when schools reopen. 
Through following government guidance our own school will look very different to how the children last saw 
it back in March. Children will work in ‘bubbles’, which means that each group of 15 pupils will remain separate 
at all times to any other children in school. Each ‘bubble’ will have their own designated member(s) of staff, 
their own designated play time and lunch time as well as their own designated arrival and departure time 
each day. This means that year groups will not be able to mix as they once did before and after school and 
also at play time and lunch time. This is so very different to how the school day was before lockdown. The 
classrooms will also look very different with set seating arrangements and limited resources. 
 
Clearly, our children are going to find this strange, but we will do what we can to reassure them by explaining 
the reasons why it is necessary and offer them as much support as we possibly can.   
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Our reopening plan, risk assessment and other associated documents are now with the BKCAT Trust Board 
who will meet next week to discuss each school’s plans taking into consideration the unique contexts. 
Once we have received approval of our plans, we aim to share these with the parents of children in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 (as well as key worker parents) with a view to welcoming back children from these year 
groups from Tuesday 9th June. We intend to use Monday 8th June as an INSET day to ensure all staff are 
familiar with new routines and systems. We anticipate a staggered start over the course of the week beginning 
with our Reception children first followed by Year 1 and Year 6 later in the week.  
 
Our approach to reopening school is very cautious. Much thought, discussion and consultation has gone into 
our plans. Whilst evidence points to the fact that the impact of Covid-19 on children and young people is 
generally mild, there has been no evidence presented yet which indicates children cannot transmit this virus 
between each other or to adults. Our cautious approach reflects the importance we place on the safety and 
wellbeing of our pupils, staff and our school families. 
 
We hope that you will find this information useful yet also appreciate that it will not necessarily alleviate 
anxieties and may pose even more questions and issues for you to consider. Although school is now closed 
for the half-term holiday there will be a newsletter each week containing any updated information and further 
guidance on school reopening.  
 
Please be assured that our plans are conditional and subject to change at any time. The safety of 
children, staff and families is our utmost priority. If we have any doubts about the safety of re-opening 
or if it is not practical for us to reopen then school will remain closed to all except those pupils who 
are vulnerable or who are the children of key workers.  
 
Home Learning 
If school does reopen to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils from the 9th June onwards, it will be necessary 
for us to make some changes to the way we provide home learning opportunities to those pupils still at home. 
Further details on this will be communicated in next week’s newsletter. In the meantime, please enjoy the 
time away from home learning for the next fortnight. We do not expect parents to email class teachers over 
the next two weeks. 
 

Free School Meals Assistance 

If your financial circumstances have changed as a result of the impact of Covid-19, you may be eligible to 
claim for free school meals. Please visit our website homepage and use the two links to download a Free 
School Meals Application Form and accompanying Transparency Notice if you would like to submit an 
application. 
 
Staying in touch with our Parish Families – St. Austin’s and SS. Peter and Paul’s Churches 
Monsignor Smith’s homilies are available at: http//catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk. Prayers are offered each 
morning, by our priests, for the parish family and our specific intentions 
http://catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk/post/prayer-intentions  
Fr. Simon and members of the parish family are providing an online recorded Mass that is available 
to watch online via the parish website www.peterpaul.org.uk. The next Sunday Mass will be available 
to watch online for 24 hours from 5pm on Saturday 23rd May.  The parish website is regularly updated 
with useful reflections and links.  
 
Preparations for First Holy Communion have been cancelled in both parishes until further notice. 
 

If you need to contact the school, please email us at: headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk  You will receive 
a response from this email address during normal school hours. If you need to contact us more 
urgently, please call our emergency mobile number: 07460 394904. 
 

From everyone at St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School have a lovely half-term holiday 
 

We continue to keep you and your loved ones in our prayers. 
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HOME LEARNING GALLERY 
 

Week ending Friday 22nd May – Fantastic Work everybody! 
 

 
 

 

   

 
In UFS we have been learning 
about giraffes. We have read the 
story ‘Giraffe’s Can’t Dance’. 
Bella has cut out her giraffes and 
put them in the correct order 
starting from the shortest giraffe 
to the tallest.  

 

In UFS we have 
been learning 
about ‘height’ and 
finding out how tall 
or short different 
objects are. Joshua 
has been 
measuring his toys 
using duplo. 

 

 
Safa has completed an 
observational drawing of 
a yellow flower that she 
found in her neighbour’s 
garden. She used her 
water colours to create 

her beautiful painting.  
 

 
Jake found a stick, 
on his daily walk. He 
told his mummy it 
looked like the letter 
‘T’.  
Fantastic phonics in 
nature Jake!   

 

 

 
Nikola has been 
working hard to 
complete the 
maths challenge 
this week. The 
children needed to 
find one more and 
one less of a given 
number. Super 
maths Nikola!   
 

 
Marysia has used lots of  
 
different art supplies to  
 
make her version of the  
 
'Sunflower' painting. 
 

 

 

 
 
Ali has been doing  
 
some super maths  
 
work about related  
 
facts/fact families 

 

 
Daanish has drawn 
his picture of Mary. 
 
He has remembered 
that we are thinking 
about Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, 
during the month of 
May. 
 

 
The chief examiner and instructor at Kailen's karate 
academy visited Kailen at home to deliver his belt, certificate 
and also this special award for dedication yesterday. Not 
many people get a GOLD award! 
 
Kailen also cycled over 6 miles this week. He saw a grass 
snake too. What a great week, you’ve had, Kailen! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



   

Lorenzo was asked to invent a new 
animal so he decided to draw and 
write about a Crocoraffe. How good is 
that! 

Joshua has drawn a 
picture of Mary for 
the Month of May 

 

Niamh has written a beautiful prayer and 
explained who Mary was. 

 

Hayden did a writing task based on 
the Literacy Shed video ‘Pigeon 
Impossible’.  
 

Erikas did this great piece of art 
on the computer with a little help 
from his mum. 

 

Yusuf completed a STEM 
activity and made a marble run. 

   

 

 
 

Isabella has written a diary entry from the viewpoint of Grace 
Darling. 

 

 

Dara and Owen have 
created their own marvellous 
mountains. 
 
Look on the next page for 
more mountains from Filip 
and Martyna. 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Edie created this incredible 
digital portrait of Henry VIII 

Zeenat has been busy at home 
investigating magnetic forces, 
making predictions on what she 
knows and carrying out a fair test.  

 

Ben created this piece of 
animal art using different 
techniques – very striking 
indeed! 

 

 

 
Ashli has captured moments in Jesus’ life from his arrest up to and including Pentecost. 

 



  

 

 

Niya has drawn her interpretation 
of what she thinks heaven might 
look like. 
 

 

Hannah’s card for Mary showed 
how special she is to our lives 
through the qualities she inspires 
in us 

Amelia considered her colours 
carefully in her art work inspired 
by Van Gogh. 

 

 

 
  

Joe’s persuasive leaflet for Wembley Stadium was 
incredibly detailed and very well presented. 
 

It looks like Malachy and Sinead have been really 
busy in the kitchen this week. They have made 
milkshakes and this terrific cake. Yum, yum! 
 

 

 

 

Martha’s 

persuasive 

leaflet 

certainly made 

us long for a 

visit to York… 

One day, 

hopefully… 



In case you were wondering what the children who are school 
get up to… 

 

 

 

 

 
Last week in school, the children  
 
completed a structures challenge.  
 
They had to build a tower using only  
 
spaghetti and marshmallows. 
 
It proved to be a lot trickier than  
 
expected and having your sister with  
 
you to help was a huge advantage!   
  

 
 
 

 

 

 


