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A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel Reading – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit, whom he calls the Spirit of Truth. This is the Spirit who reveals 
to us the truth of who we are - children of God within whom God lives. We hold within ourselves 
a spark of the Divine!  
Jesus is aware that the imminent loss of his physical presence will be a big blow for his 
disciples. He reassures them “‘I will not leave you orphaned”. The loss of his physical presence 
will be made up to them by the sending of the Holy Spirit, who will be with them permanently. 
In our lives it is all too easy to feel a sense of loss and abandonment, but the Holy Spirit 
continues to guide and inspire us into new and creative forms of communicating the Good News. We do not need to 
rely on our own resources but turn to God who promises to help us, ready to send the Holy Spirit. To be open to the 
spirit, we must quieten first ourselves, then our hearts. In this time of quiet, God teaches us to see the world differently; 
we don’t act in it alone but are accompanied by God’s ever-present Spirit.  
 

May is the month of Mary 
Last week, we suggested that our children might like to write their own prayers or produce art work given that we cannot 
celebrate Our Lady’s month in the usual manner. As is always the case, they have risen to the challenge and produced 
some beautiful work. Here are some of them – there are more to be found in the Home Learning Gallery.  
 

  
 

By Dara By Filip By Marysia 
 

When will school re-open? 
One of the biggest talking points at the moment is the Government’s proposal to re-open schools to children in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 initially. Over the course of this week there have been numerous Government publications, 
communications from the Local Authority and meetings at Diocesan and Trust Level. Our Senior Leadership Team have 
begun the initial planning following guidance from all of the above. Currently we are exploring how it might be possible 
to socially distance in and around school ensuring that at all times our children and staff are kept safe. We are looking 
at ways in which we might be able to start to phase groups of children back into school. As we stated in our letter to 
parents which went out on Monday, any plan to increase the number of children in school has to be realistic and 
manageable. Our main priority will always be the safety of everyone in the school community.  
 

At the moment, here at St. Austin’s, there is no change to the current guidance. Our school still remains closed and 
is only providing emergency childcare for key workers and vulnerable pupils only. The safest place for children is still 
at home. As always, we will keep you informed of further developments. 
 

Home Learning 
We are very much into a routine now of planning and preparing home learning via Seesaw and paper packs. All teaching 
staff monitor Seesaw and emails and we continue to be very impressed with the efforts all of our families are making to 
ensure learning continues to take place. We continue to ask ALL of our children to access learning in some form or 
another EVERY DAY.  
 

Keeping in touch with us 
We can keep in contact with families who are accessing learning via online platforms through messages to you about 
the work. Families who have opted for paper-based learning are asked to send us an email each week letting us know 
how things are going with the learning. Please continue to send us a photograph of your child completing some work or 
of something they have made or created at home? We love seeing their hard work and enthusiastic faces. 
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Please keep in contact with us. We need to know that everyone is safe, well and managing during these difficult 
times.  
 

UFS 
If your child is in Reception Class, you should maintain communication with us by emailing us at 

reception@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a weekly basis. 
 

KS1 
If your child is in Y1 or Y2, you should maintain communication with us by emailing us at ks1@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a 

weekly basis. 
 

KS2 
If your child is in Years 3 to 6, you should maintain communication with us via Seesaw if your child is accessing 

learning via this method.  
If you are receiving paper packs you should maintain communication with us by email on a weekly basis. 

 
For parents with children in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6, please email us at ks2@sa.bkcat.co.uk with any queries, questions or 
concerns that you might have. These email addresses are checked regularly throughout each working day. 

 

If we do not hear from you over the course of a week, class teachers will make contact with you via telephone to check 
that everything is ok with your family and that you are managing to complete some home learning each day.  
 

Loan of IT devices 
A few weeks ago, the BKCAT launched a survey to parents to provide them with an understanding of how many families 
had access to the internet and more than one device at home. Following the survey, all schools were provided with a 
list of families who indicated they had either no internet access at home, no devices (e.g., laptops, tablets) or just one 
device which was being shared between several children. In response to this, schools have made a number of devices 
available to parents. We still have a limited number of devices available for loan for home learning use. Parents must 
agree to certain terms and conditions prior to loaning any device. If this is something that you might be interested in, 
please contact school via email at headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk  
 

Free School Meals Assistance 
If your financial circumstances have changed as a result of the impact of Covid-19, you may be eligible to claim for free 
school meals. Please visit our website homepage and use the two links to download a Free School Meals Application 
Form and accompanying Transparency Notice if you would like to submit an application. 
 

Support for families  
A new 24-hour mental health helpline has been launched, offering confidential help and advice, to anyone registered 
with a GP in Calderdale, Kirklees, Wakefield, Leeds and Barnsley. Phone number: 0800 183 0558. The service will 
provide a listening ear, emotional support, advice and signposting to other local services for both individuals and their 
carers. The provider, NCHA will respond to urgent concerns and operate within a recovery model, ensuring callers’ 
benefit from an effective intervention, in line with local mental health support pathways.  
 

Online Resources  
Each week we will aim to signpost you to different online resources that you may find useful.  
 

Wakefield Children Safeguarding Board have produced a wonderful newsletter full of information, useful contacts and 
many activity ideas to share with your children. www.wakefield.gov.uk/Documents/community-
housing/community/families-newsletter-april-2020.pdf 
 

StarLine is a national home learning parent helpline established in response to the coronavirus outbreak. It offers expert   
information and advice to parents and carers. Starline can be contacted for support on 0330 313 9162 (open six days a 
week). More information and resources can also be found on their website: https://www.starline.org.uk/  
 

Staying in touch with our Parish Families – St. Austin’s and SS. Peter and Paul’s Churches 
Monsignor Smith’s homilies are available at: http//catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk. Prayers are offered each morning, by 
our priests, for the parish family and our specific intentions http://catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk/post/prayer-intentions  
Fr. Simon and members of the parish family are providing an online recorded Mass that is available to watch 
online via the parish website www.peterpaul.org.uk. The next Sunday Mass will be available to watch online for 
24 hours from 5pm on Saturday 16th May.  The parish website is regularly updated with useful reflections and 
links.  
 

Preparations for First Holy Communion have been cancelled in both parishes until further notice. 
 

Although our normal routines of life have changed so much, it is still important to maintain some form of routine. Try to 
devise some form of routine, if you have not already done. It is particularly important that you have set times for getting 
up each morning as well as agreed bed times! If you need to contact the school, please email us at: 
headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk  You will receive a response from this email address during normal school hours. If you 
need to contact us more urgently, please call our emergency mobile number: 07460 394904. 
 

From everyone at St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School have a lovely weekend. 
 

We continue to keep you and your loved ones in our prayers. 

mailto:reception@sa.bkcat.co.uk
mailto:ks1@sa.bkcat.co.uk
mailto:ks2@sa.bkcat.co.uk
mailto:headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/Documents/community-housing/community/families-newsletter-april-2020.pdf
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/Documents/community-housing/community/families-newsletter-april-2020.pdf
https://www.starline.org.uk/
http://catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk/post/prayer-intentions
http://www.peterpaul.org.uk/
mailto:headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk


HOME LEARNING GALLERY – Week ending Friday 15th May 2020 
 

 
 

In UFS we have been 
learning about tigers. 

We have enjoyed 
reading the story ‘The 
Tiger Who Came to 

Tea’. Felicity made a 
fantastic tiger mask 
using orange and 

black. She looks really 
ferocious!  

 
  

 
Nikita has been practising 

reading different 
questions using her 

knowledge of sounds and 
tricky words. She has 

read the questions and 
sorted them into ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ columns. E.g. Can 

ducks see fish in 
rivers…Yes! 

Well done, Nikita 

 

 

 

In maths we have been 
practising our doubling 
skills to twenty. Agata 

did a superb job of 
doubling the domino 
dots and writing the 

numeral. 

 

 
 
 

Kacper did brilliant job 
of colouring his United 
Kingdom flag for VE 

Day.  

 

 

 

Tymek went on a spring hunt, found different items, 
swung on the log swing and explored the lake. He 
also made beaded flags of the UK for VE day and 

the Polish flag. 
 

 
 

Emilia has completed some superstar creative 
writing! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hasan Ali made a 
butterfly pizza. He 

followed the 
instructions 

carefully and made 
sure it was 

symmetrical. Looks 
good! 

 
 

 
 

Piotr made special 
VE day buns with 
his family. What a 
way to celebrate! 
 



  
Annie described a fantasy pet and has been 
practising her handwriting too! 

Callum completed the general knowledge quiz set this 
week! 

  

Aleksandra did some great maths on this code-
breaking sheet. 

Eesa completed a noun challenge even thought of an 
adjective to describe each one. Well done! 

 
 

Isabella has been busy designing and 
making some fantastic musical 
instruments. 

Michal has been learning about our own city – Wakefield. He has 
chosen two activities. In Art he took half of a printed picture and then 
drew the other half. For a design task he made his own model of 
Sandal Castle. 

  

    

 The children who 
were in school on 
Tuesday this week 
created these lovely 
Mary dioramas. 

 

 



       

 

 
As part of Y4’s Science topic – Light, Alicja has been 
investigating reflections and trying different fun 
activities with mirrors. 

As part of Y4’s Geography topic, George has been 
learning about latitude and longitude and time zones. 

          

  

 

 
Rachel created a piece of artwork, showing 
 

Mary, Our Lady, as we remember her  
 

during the month of May. 

Louie completed this week’s fitness 
challenge in a brilliant 1 minute and 
57 seconds! He said he was 
certainly out of breath after 
completing it. If anybody else wants 
to give it a go it was 30 squats, 25 
lunges, 20 press ups, 15 burpees 
and 10 up/down planks for time.  

Krystian completed our optical 
 

illusion art task this week, 
 
making it look like the sphere 

 
is jumping out of the page. 

   

 

 
 

Sophie has created a 
prayer table. 

 
A beautiful focal point! 

 

 
 
 

Karol’s creation 
 

Potato Head! 



       

 

 

 

Haleema and Hannah S wrote 
these beautiful poems in honour of 
Our Blessed Lady 
 
Zaara wrote a special prayer for 
people to pray during this special 
month of May 

                                                                

 
A prayer to Mary, our Mother by Maria 

 
O sweet virgin Mary, mother of all, 

You shine on our path and speak to us with hope. 
We seek repentance in our everyday lives, 

You show us a sign of salvation. 
 

O dear Mother of God, 
Who felt sorrow at Jesus’s crucifixion, 

Now the Queen of Heaven. 
Deliver us from every danger and evil that strikes against us. 

O glorious, sweet and blessed virgin. 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


