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A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel Reading – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The weeks of Eastertide seem to be flying by, yet it still feels very strange not to have celebrated any of this collectively. 
However, we are united in prayer and I hope many families are using online means of staying connected. The Gospel 
reading for the 5th Sunday of Easter tells us of Jesus preparing his disciples for his earthly departure. He is returning to 
his Father and will make a place ready for each of them in heaven.  
Jesus declares that “in my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places”, and promises his disciples that he goes to 
“prepare a place” for them. 
Thomas objects that, as the disciples do not know where Jesus is going, they cannot know the way. Jesus replies that 
he is “the way and the truth and the life”. He is the “way” because he is the one by whom and 
in whom the disciples must travel. He is the “truth” because, in seeing him, the disciples see 
the Father. And he is the “life” because participation in him is both our journey and our 
journey’s end. 
He asks the disciples to trust in him. Through trusting in him they will find security and hope. 
It is the same for us. We must trust in him – especially during these continued times of 
uncertainty and perhaps fear.  
“Trust the past to God’s mercy, the present to God’s love and the future to God’s care.” 
St Augustine of Hippo 
 

May is the month of Mary 
Traditionally, during the month of May, we send home a small collection of resources that we 
encourage each family to use as a focal point for their prayer time together. These include: a 
statue of Our Blessed Lady, Rosary Beads, some prayers and a candle. Of course, we cannot do 
this at the moment, but that does not mean that we can’t maintain our devotion to Mary, the 
Mother of God. If anything, at these challenging and uncertain times, we need to seek the 
intercession of Our Blessed Lady even more. 
Over the next few weeks, it would be lovely if our children could write their own prayers and email 
them to us in school. We will try to include a few each week in the weekly newsletter and use the 
others for either a display or a Prayer Book which could be shared with you in the future. In the 
meantime, the following reflection on ‘Mary’ might be of use to you. 
 

May is marked by the church in its dedication of the month to Mary. As we continue to celebrate the Year of The Word, 
we reflect on the remarkable role Mary plays in salvation history. Her “yes” to God’s invitation forever changed the 
course of history. Today, Mary offers us three essential pathways for living our faith.  
 

Mary shows us how to listen. 
Mary was a young girl living in a culture where she could have been stoned to death for having a child out-of-wedlock. 
She knew the cultural and societal consequences of her “yes.” She knew what could happen if Joseph didn’t understand. 
She had reason to fear her parents’ reactions. When the angel appeared to Mary, we read in scripture how she was 
deeply troubled. Somewhere deep within she found the courage, inner strength, and grace to respond with full assent, 
“Let it be done to me according to your word.” Mary shows us what it means to listen with full intensity to what God is 
asking, God’s invitations may very well demand everything of us. Deep pondering, heart-centered attentiveness, and 
courageous listening are required of us, too.  
 

Mary shows us how God’s word must be shared with others  
When Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth, they did not simply exchange a simple greeting, but one of deep faith. God’s 
word is meant to be shared. It cannot be contained within us if we are to be filled with the life it offers. We must share it 
with others. During this Year of Word, we are invited to ponder the word of God so that we might share it joyfully. 
  
Mary shows us how to live in God’s word 
Mary lived moments of profound joy as well as profound sorrow. From losing Jesus in the Temple to the journey to 
Calvary, Mary lived these sorrows and anguished deeply. Mary formed and raised Jesus from the simplicity of her daily 
life. She was a person in conversation with God, with the Word of God, and also with the events through which God 
spoke to her. From the Annunciation to Pentecost, Mary appears as someone whose freedom is completely open to 
God’s will and shows us how to live in God’s word.  
 

In this month of May, may we turn to Mary in our times of joy and sorrow and ask her to continue to show us the way to 
her Son. As we strive to grow in faith and live more fully in God’s word, may we, like Mary, bring Christ to others. 
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When will school re-open? 
There is much speculation at the moment in newspapers and on social media about the re-opening of schools. Much of 
this speculation is causing many families to feel quite anxious. We await to hear news from Central Government at the 
weekend and early next week and then will act accordingly. All BKCAT Schools have been involved in discussions about 
how they might respond. Rest assured, we will communicate very clearly with you when the time is right. The safety of 
our community will always remain paramount. In the meantime, home learning for all pupils will continue with your 
support, for which every member of staff in school is extremely grateful for and appreciative of.  
 

Home Learning 
We are using a combination of online learning platforms (Seesaw) and paper-based learning packs. We want you to 
choose the method that is best for you. Families with limited technology (devices) and limited or no internet access 
will prefer to receive paper-based learning. We are aware that in families with several children, it is very difficult to have 
all children working at the same time.  
 

UFS  

 Teachers will email work to parents on a regular basis. 

 Alternatively, a paper-based learning pack can be collected from school.  
 

KS1  

 Online learning via the Seesaw platform is available on request to parents.  

 Log in codes are issued to parents who request access to learning via this method. 

 For families who have opted for paper-based learning, a new pack containing 2 weeks’ work will be available 
to collect from school from Monday 11th May.  

 

KS2  

 Teachers continue to upload Seesaw on a daily basis with a wide-range of tasks and activities. 

 Our aim is to provide things that will be of interest and motivate and amuse the children. 

 Paper-based learning packs are available if required. Please contact school for these. 

 We encourage our KS2 children to complete at least one task per day (more if possible) and keep in touch 
with us via the platform.  

 

We want ALL of our children accessing learning in some form or another EVERY DAY. At St. Austin’s we are asking 
that all parents support the current alternative ways of learning (online platform or paper packs) in the same 
way they have always supported school-based learning.  
 

Keeping in touch with us 
We can keep in contact with families who are accessing learning via online platforms through messages to you about 
the work. Families who have opted for paper-based learning are asked to send us an email each week letting us know 
how things are going with the learning. Perhaps send us a photograph of your child completing some work or of 
something they have made or created at home? 
 

Please keep in contact with us. We need to know that everyone is safe, well and managing during these difficult 
times.  
 

UFS 
If your child is in Reception Class, you should maintain communication with us by emailing us at 

reception@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a weekly basis. 
 

KS1 
If your child is in Y1 or Y2, you should maintain communication with us by emailing us at ks1@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a 

weekly basis. 
 

KS2 
If your child is in Years 3 to 6, you should maintain communication with us via Seesaw if your child is accessing 

learning via this method.  
If you are receiving paper packs you should maintain communication with us by email on a weekly basis. 

 
For parents with children in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6, please email us at ks2@sa.bkcat.co.uk with any queries, questions or 
concerns that you might have. These email addresses are checked regularly throughout each working day. 

 

If we do not hear from you over the course of a week, class teachers will make contact with you via telephone to check 
that everything is ok with your family and that you are managing to complete some home learning each day.  
 

Please remember that we are not operating under normal circumstances and therefore urge all of our parents 
to keep in touch with school on a weekly basis. Please let us know of any changes to contact details, mobile 
numbers etc). 
 

Home Learning Survey 
School staff and the Academy Trust Central Team would like to thank the parents who took the time to respond to the 
online survey. The results will be collated and shared with schools. We will look carefully at the feedback and use this 
when devising future home learning going forward.  
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VE Day – 8th May 2020 
Today is technically a Bank Holiday, which was moved from Monday 4th May so that VE Day Celebrations could take 
place. Some of the home learning tasks this week have focused on this theme as you will see from some of the 
photographs in the Home Learning Gallery Section of this newsletter.  
 

Free School Meals Assistance 
If your financial circumstances have changed as a result of the impact of Covid-19, you may be eligible to claim for free 
school meals. Please visit our website homepage and use the two links to download a Free School Meals Application 
Form and accompanying Transparency Notice if you would like to submit an application. 
 

Support for families  
A new 24-hour mental health helpline has been launched, offering confidential help and advice, to anyone registered 
with a GP in Calderdale, Kirklees, Wakefield, Leeds and Barnsley. Phone number: 0800 183 0558  
The new service will support people who are:  
At risk of developing mental health problems.                                    Diagnosed with common mental health problems.  
Known to mental health services.                                                       Experiencing mental health distress.  
Seeking information, advice and support.  
The service will provide a listening ear, emotional support, advice and signposting to other local services for both 
individuals and their carers. The provider, NCHA will respond to urgent concerns and operate within a recovery model, 
ensuring callers’ benefit from an effective intervention, in line with local mental health support pathways.  
 

The Wakefield Mental Health Alliance has commissioned Wakefield Star Bereavement service to support children and 
young people who are tragically grieving during this time. Any child, young person or someone caring for them who feels 
they need help and support due to bereavement can contact the service on: info@starbereavement.co.uk  or on 
07599640714. They will aim to respond Monday to Friday 9am-5pm. https://www.starwakefield.org.uk/  
 

Online Resources  
Each week we will aim to signpost you to different online resources that you may find useful.  
 

The government has published new advice to help people, particularly children, stay safe online during the coronavirus 
outbreak including making use of parental controls and the tools available to help manage screen time. Full guidance 
available here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-staying-safe-online 
 

Wakefield Children Safeguarding Board have produced a wonderful newsletter full of information, useful contacts and 
many activity ideas to share with your children. This has been posted on the school website since last week and can 
also be accessed by clicking the link below.  
www.wakefield.gov.uk/Documents/community-housing/community/families-newsletter-april-2020.pdf 
 

TikTok Please see the additional information sheet for all parents to read. 
 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/tiktok-everything-you-need-know-about-video-production-app  
 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/tiktok/ 
 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/socail-media-guides/tiktok  
 

Sunday Mass 
As we all know, daily and weekend Masses have been suspended until further notice. Monsignor Smith’s homilies are 
available at: http//catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk. Prayers are offered each morning, by our priests, for the parish family 
and our specific intentions http://catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk/post/prayer-intentions  
Fr. Simon is regularly updating the SS. Peter and Paul’s Church website with useful reflections and links. See 
www.peterpaul.org.uk  
Masses and other liturgies are being livestreamed daily from various churches across the Diocese of Leeds. Mass is 
livestreamed from St. Anne’s Cathedral in Leeds every Sunday morning at 11.00am. www.leedscathedrallive.org.uk 
 

Wednesday Word 
We will post the Wednesday Word on our school website every week. Given that this resource was created to support 
families who couldn’t always attend Mass, it seems even more pertinent that we allow 15 minutes once a week to sit 
down and reflect on the Sunday Gospel.  
 

Although our normal routines of life have changed so much, it is still important to maintain some form of routine. Try to 
devise some form of routine, if you have not already done. It is particularly important that you have set times for getting 
up each morning as well as agreed bed times!  Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any specific 
support. If you need to contact the school, please email us at: headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk  You will receive a response 
from this email address during normal school hours. If you need to contact us more urgently, please call our emergency 
mobile number: 07460 394904. 

 
From everyone at St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School have a lovely weekend. 

 
We continue to keep you and your loved ones in our prayers. 
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HOME LEARNING GALLERY – Week ending Friday 8th May 2020 
 

In Reception we have been 
learning about caterpillars and 
butterflies. We have enjoyed 
reading the story ‘The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar’. Lilly made 
her own caterpillar puppet 
using different materials. 

 
Florence and Evelyn have been working 
hard all week preparing for the VE Day 
75th anniversary celebrations. They each 
made some bunting and decorated to 
hang in their bedrooms. 

 
Dawid has been a fantastic minibeast 
explorer this week. He went outside 
and found lots of different creatures. 
He found a ladybird, a bee, woodlice 
and much more! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Phoebe has been very busy learning about the life cycle 
of a butterfly. She learned about the four different stages 
and drew a picture and wrote a label for each stage of 
the life cycle.  

Bella has been working really hard all week. She has 
enjoyed learning about caterpillars and butterflies and 
completed all of the tasks for the week!   
 

 

 
Karin has managed to ride her 
bike for the first time this week 
without stabilisers. 
 

Marysia has drawn a picture 
of who she lives with at home 
as part of her Geography 
learning this week - Where 
am I on the map? 

 
Amelia G has been doing some 
super creative writing. 

Emelia is 
working on 
counting in 
multiples of 
2. 
 

 
   

 

 

Mohammad, Sahleha 
and Mariyah created 
this VE Day display as 
a family. 

Scarlet has designed a 
Water Park Treehouse 
and taken a lot of time 
and effort to include 
details into her park, 
including moving items 
and people. 

 
 



 

  
 

Euan made potato scones using a 
VE Day recipe. 
 

 

Victoria thought Wakefield should  
have its own ‘Big Ben’ so made a 
model! 

 
 
Which historical figure would you like to 
meet? Elizabeth would like to meet 
William the Conqueror. She has got 
some great questions that she would like 
answers to! 

 

 
 
Last week Jonah made a raft and 
was testing if it would float with 
different items on it. 
  
This week he has made 
improvements to the raft to make it 
stronger! 

 

 
 
Klaudia is the Seesaw 
Superstar of the week for 
her fabulous VE Day 
Project 
 

 

As part of Y4M’s VE Day 
work, Mrs. Adams asked 
the children to listen to and 
sing along to some wartime 
songs and listen to 30s and 
40s music expressing their 
thoughts and answering 
questions about the music. 
Klara (left) sang ‘We’ll 
Meet again’ in her kitchen 
along to music. 
Y4 are learning about Light 
and Shadow. Alicja (right) 
watched the movement 
and size of shadows during 
the day and record her 
findings. 
 

 

 

 

Meet Freddie 

and Gerald! 

They have been 

created by Filip 

in response to 

Hedgehog 

Awareness 

Week! 

 

Ruben has 

created a 

colourful Bug 

Hotel. What a 

lovely for your 

hotel, Ruben! 



Bartosz designed a medal for soldiers from the war. He 
explained his reasons for his design, “I have chosen good 
as the primary clout to symbolise victory and the fighter 
jet to make it a medal for an Air Force pilot.” 

 
Panashe has carried out some research on Winston 
Churchill, the Prime Minister at the time of the victory.  

  

 

 

   
Rayyaan’s research on Winston Churchill Syeda and Piotr both designed some bunting for VE 

Day. They thought carefully about their designs. 

 
 

 
VE Day Newspaper report written by Zofia. 

 
 

 

 
 
Eleanor’s flag created 
in response to the VE 
Day topic.  

 

 
Ashli has created this 
colourful bunting and 
decorated her house 
with it in readiness for 
VE Day. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
Joe made his own 
poster to celebrate VE 
Day – this work, and all 
the other work he has 
been busy posting, has 
made him our Class 
Seesaw Superstar this 
week.  
 

 

 
 
 
Hannah S’s postcard 
home shares the news 
of the end of the war. 
 

 

Oliwia K gave a very clear explanation of why she chose 
the colours on her medal design. 
 
I have used red as the first colour because of the blood 
of the people, then I have used black because their 
friends might have died so they go to their funeral and 
lastly I have used yellow because it represents fun and 
joy and the people who took part can now celebrate that 
the war is over.   

 
 
 

Olivia W created this colourful celebration 
medal to celebrate the end of the war. 

 

  

 
And finally a message from the teachers to all our fabulous pupils. Not only do we believe in you but we miss you all 

so much! We’ll meet again! 
 


