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Friday 1st May 2020 
 

A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel Reading – Fourth Sunday of Easter – The Good Shepherd 
 
 

In the gospel this Sunday, Jesus uses the image of the shepherd to describe himself and his 
relationship with us. At the time of Jesus shepherds were a part of daily life for many people. When 
Jesus uses the image and symbol of the shepherd, the people to whom he was speaking would have 
understood what he was talking about immediately. But what does the image of Jesus the shepherd 
mean for us today? While sheep all look the same to us, a shepherd knows each of them individually. 
When a shepherd calls a sheep, the sheep recognises the voice and responds. Just as the shepherd 
knows the sheep, the sheep knows and trusts the shepherd. The shepherd guides and protects the 

sheep. The sheep go where the shepherd leads them. 
Jesus knows and loves each of us as individuals. We are not all the same to the Jesus. He loves each of us. If a 
shepherd cares for his sheep with great love and devotion, how much more does Jesus love and care for each of us? 
Jesus does not force us to listen to his voice when he calls us. He invites us to follow him freely. The choice whether or 
not to respond is ours. We make take our time in responding, but Jesus will never stops calling us by our name; he will 
wait until we do respond. 
When Jesus calls us by our name, may we answer in faith, gratitude and gratefulness. May we follow where he leads 
us. 
 

Home School Learning 
 

We are continuing to use a combination of online learning platforms (Seesaw) and paper-based learning packs. We 
want you to choose the method that is best for you. Families with limited technology (devices) and limited or no 
internet access will prefer to receive paper-based learning. We are aware that in families with several children, it is very 
difficult to have all children working at the same time. We are hoping to be in a position to contact some parents next 
week regarding a loan of school equipment for use at home during this period of school closure.  
 

UFS  

 Teachers will email work to parents on a regular basis. 

 Alternatively, a paper-based learning pack can be collected from school.  
 

KS1  

 Teachers have rectified the technical issues we were experiencing with Seesaw last week.  

 New log in codes have been issued to parents who have requested access to learning via this method. 

 For families who have opted for paper-based learning, a pack containing 3 weeks’ work has been available 
from school since Monday 20th April.  

 

KS2  

 Teachers continue to upload Seesaw on a daily basis with a wide-range of tasks and activities. 

 Teachers are working hard to maintain the interest of our pupils, sometimes accessing blogs which enables 
the children to have the opportunity to interact with each other. Our aim is to provide things that will both 
motivate and amuse the children! 

 Paper-based learning packs are available if required. Please contact school for these. 

 We encourage our KS2 children to complete at least one task per day (more if possible) and keep in touch 
with us via the platform.  

 

We also recognise that learning isn’t just about the online or paper-based tasks. Some of you may have been decorating, 
gardening, baking, cooking, walking or cycling. All of this is really beneficial to your child and the whole family. 
Remember to count these experiences as part of the learning process but do tell us about them too! We love to hear 
what you’ve all been doing. Also, times spent together as a family – out walking, sharing a meal together, watching a 
film, playing a game etc. are equally important and special and to be encouraged. 
 

Essentially we want ALL of our children accessing learning in some form or another EVERY DAY. At St. Austin’s we 
are asking that all parents support the current alternative ways of learning (online platform or paper packs) in 
the same way they have always supported school-based learning.  
 

Keeping in touch with us 
We can keep in contact with families who are accessing learning via online platforms through messages to you about 
the work and you can also send messages to us. Families who have opted for paper-based learning are asked to send 
us an email each week letting us know how things are going with the learning. Perhaps send us a photograph of your 
child completing some work or of something they have made or created at home? 
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Please keep in contact with us. We need to know that everyone is safe, well and managing during these difficult 
times.  
 

UFS 
If your child is in Reception Class, you should maintain communication with us by emailing us at 

reception@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a weekly basis. 

 

Years 1 – 6 
If your child is in Years 1 to 6, you should maintain communication with us via the Seesaw if your child is 

accessing learning via this method.  
If you are receiving paper packs you should maintain communication with us by email on a weekly basis. 

 
For parents with children in Years 1 and 2 please contact us at ks1@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a weekly basis. 

 
For parents with children in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6, please email us at ks2@sa.bkcat.co.uk with any queries, questions or 
concerns that you might have. These email addresses are checked regularly throughout each working day. 

 
If we do not hear from you over the course of a week, class teachers will make contact with you via telephone to check 
that everything is ok with your family and that you are managing to complete some home learning each day.  
 

Please remember that we are not operating under normal circumstances and therefore urge all of our parents 
to keep in touch with school on a weekly basis. Please let us know of any changes to contact details, mobile 
numbers etc). 
 

Staff would like to thank those parents who are doing a fantastic job supporting learning from home. Clearly 
some families have developed a regular routine – well done. We intend to continue sharing examples of our 
children’s work and activities they have been completing. If you have done anything that you would like to 
share with us, please send it to the appropriate email address for us to include in our Home Learning Gallery. 
 

Home Learning Survey 
School staff and the Academy Trust Central Team are keen to gather the thoughts of parents and carers about home 
learning and what would help to make it better. A survey has been issued for parents/carers to complete. The survey 
can be found at https://tinyurl.com/y7tfexla or on the homepage of our school website. Please take a few minutes to let 
us know your thoughts. Thank you. 
 

VE Day – 8th May 2020 
The 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War and the Allied Victory I Europe falls next week – and it’s set 
to be a decidedly muted affair. While plans for celebrations to mark the momentous day were due to dominate next 
weekend, it’s all had to be scaled back as the coronavirus lockdown continues. There will be activities in home-based 
learning packs and on the learning platforms that will help our children learn more about this very special anniversary. 
Families may even have their own plans for marking this momentous occasion in their own homes.  
 

Free School Meals Assistance 
If your financial circumstances have changed as a result of the impact of Covid-19, you may be eligible to claim for free 
school meals. Please visit our website homepage and use the two links to download a Free School Meals Application 
Form and accompanying Transparency Notice if you would like to submit an application. 
 

Online Resources  
Each week we will aim to signpost you to different online resources that you may find useful.  
 

Parenting in the Time of Covid 19 
The World Health Organisation has developed a series of posters to help parents on a range of topics.  Some examples 
are attached other topics include support around providing structure, 'bad' behaviour, managing stress, managing 
anger.   The complete set can be found on the WHO website https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-
coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/healthy-parenting   
These can be accessed in 70 different languages    https://www.covid19parenting.com/   
 

Mindful that some parents and carers may be experiencing unemployment or uncertainty at the moment, we wanted to 
make you aware of free courses that are available through the new online platform, the Skills Toolkit. These free, high-
quality digital and numeracy courses are designed to help people build up their skills, progress in work and boost their 
job prospects and confidence whilst at home. The Skills Toolkit can be accessed here:  
https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk  
 

Story Time With an Astronaut 
Video recordings of real astronauts reading children’s books whilst in space! https://storytimefromspace.com/  
There is also a recorded Q&A session available on STEM with real life astronaut Tim Peake: 
https://www.stem.org.uk/news-and-views/news/launching-our-free-home-learning-support-children-aged-4-19-video-
tim-peake  
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Science Museum Group at Home Activities 
From bubble fun to mouse rockets, the Science Museum Group at home experiments are engaging and work well as 
part of home learning projects. These practical at home activities would also be suitable for non-school groups and 
STEM clubs going virtual. https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/?type=at-home  
 

Virtual Museum Tours  
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html  https://360tour.sciencemuseum.org.uk/  
 

Kitchen Science 
The Royal Society of Chemistry have a range of science experiments titled ‘Kitchen K-Mistry’ and ‘Edible science’ where 
students can explore the science behind edible treats such as popping candy and sherbet – some activities also have 
details on how to make some of these edible treats!  
https://edu.rsc.org/resources/collections/kitchen-k-mistry  
https://edu.rsc.org/resources/collections/edible-experiments  
https://edu.rsc.org/resources/the-science-of-ice-cream/818.article 
 
Sunday Mass 
As we all know, daily and weekend Masses in our own churches of St. Austin’s and SS. Peter and Paul’s have been 
suspended until further notice.  
Monsignor Smith’s homilies are available at: http//catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk. Prayers are offered each morning, by 
our priests, for the parish family and our specific intentions http://catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk/post/prayer-intentions  
Fr. Simon is regularly updating the SS. Peter and Paul’s Church website with useful reflections and links. See 
www.peterpaul.org.uk  
Masses and other liturgies are being livestreamed daily from various churches across the Diocese of Leeds. Mass is 
livestreamed from St. Anne’s Cathedral in Leeds every Sunday morning at 11.00am. www.leedscathedrallive.org.uk 
 

We hope that you are all continuing to staying safe and well. We continue to say a big ‘thank you’ for your support in 
keeping your children at home in order to safeguard everyone. We also recognise that this will potentially create 
additional stress within your lives and the lives of your children, as the normal routines of life are changed so 
significantly. School leaders and other key safeguarding staff will continue to support pupils from a mental health and 
well-being perspective. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any specific support. 
 
If you need to contact the school, please email us at: headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk.  You will receive a response from 
this email address during normal school hours. If you need to contact us more urgently, please call our emergency 
mobile number: 07460 394904. 
 

From everyone at St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School have a lovely weekend. Stay home and stay safe. 
We continue to keep you and your loved ones in our prayers. 

 

A message from our Chair of St. Austin’s Academy Council 
 

I have the privilege of having three children at St Austin’s and can vouch first hand 
for the outstanding level of support and commitment the staff are showing. 
Each of my children’s classes on the virtual learning platform has a blog and the 
communication, encouragement and friendship that is being shown from their 
teachers and among the children is apparent and has brought tears to my eyes at 
times.  Yesterday, for example, I was reading words of support and encouragement 
for those students in their class who have started Ramadan in these very different 
and difficult circumstances. The children are also being very honest about how much 
they miss each other and school and how they are looking forward to seeing each 
other again. 
I am very proud to be associated with St Austin’s school as it negotiates these difficult 
times. I am sure that we will all continue to support our children in their education and 
learning to the best of our abilities. 
I hope that you and your families are keeping well.  
With my very best wishes, 
Michelle Selway 
Parent and Chair of the Academy Council 
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HOME LEARNING GALLERY – Week ending Friday 1st May 2020 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Karin and Risa enjoyed 
making their Easter 
crosses. 

The finished products! Victoria and Marika are hard 
at work here – well done girls! 

Tymek and his family 
enjoyed this beautiful 
Easter feast together. 

 

Mohammed loves to read. This looks like a great place to be! Piotr has done extra maths, handwriting practice and 
spellings. 

 
 

In UFS we have been learning about penguins. Jake made up 

a fantastic penguin dance. He flapped his wings like a penguin, 

twirled around, stood up tall and jumped into the water with a 

big S P L A S H ! 

Anabel has been learning about shapes in the environment. 

She drew different 2D shapes and wrote about the properties of 

each shape. 

Joshua has enjoyed learning about penguins and has been very busy making a penguin using a cardboard tube. 

He found out that penguins live in the south pole. Ethan loves animals and has really enjoyed using his sea creatures 

to make a repeating pattern. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Annie and her brother Joshua made this lovely message. 
Thank you so much! 

Yusuf has made a fantastic poster to say thank you to 
all of the frontline workers. 

 

Hayden (left) and Erikas (right) completed a ‘Senses Scavenger Hunt’ this week. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Superb detail in this piece of artwork! Grasey created this flower lady. 

 



 
 

   

Alicja conducted an 
investigation to change the 

size of a shadow. 

Filip has created this wonderful Bug Hotel. I think 
any Bugs checking in here will enjoy their stay! 

Owen recently received his 
Blue Peter badge. 

 
As a history activity this 
week, children in 5B looked 
at how the Egyptians lived. 
Mya, Amelia, Esther and 
Megan even used a recipe 
to make some Egyptian 
flatbread. Here is the 
flatbread that Megan made. 

 
Amelia took on one of the 
STEM challenges to create 
something that would alert 
you if someone came into 
a room. 

 
Humeira did some 
investigating in science, 
looking at mixing, 
separating and  dissolving. 

 
Jakub got creative in the 
garden and made a bird 
feeder. 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

We were very impressed when Hanna C produced this 
detailed plan and description for one of our writing tasks 
this week. 

Jacob has really impressed us with his maths work this 
week – he sends us examples of his working out and 
makes an effort to add explanations too. 

 



 

 

 

Incredible art work from Jaime based on an optical 
illusion task. 

Aysha was inspired to do her own similar task too. 

 

 

Joseph created the factfile about penguins                                                          Aqsa has drawn a Gregasurous! 

 

 

 
 

 

Life-
Saving 
Sock 
Story 

 
By 

Izabela 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


