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Friday 24th April 2020 
 

A Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel Reading – Third Sunday of Easter – Journey to Emmaus 
 

A Happy Easter to all of our families! It was certainly a very different Easter this year. This Sunday’s Gospel reading is 
the story of the disciples meeting the Risen Jesus on the road to Emmaus. The story of the journey to Emmaus is both 
a literal and spiritual journey. It recounts the story of the disciples walking to their village of Emmaus. It also outlines for 
us the journey that we take from not recognising Jesus in our lives, to understanding what the Scripture says about Him, 
to encountering and recognising Him for who He is and finally giving witness of what we 
have experienced ourselves.  
This weekend, as we remain under many social restrictions, perhaps we might spend 
some time thinking about a moment in our lives when we heard God speak to us 
individually. Let us give thanks that God cares for each of us. Spend a few minutes 
talking to God – you might like to do this when taking your daily walk – sharing what is 
troubling you and what you might need to be freed from; what you don’t understand and 
what you want to know from Him. Bring all of yourself to God and listen to what he tells 
you and feel your heart burn with you again – or perhaps for the first time ever. 
 

 

Home School Learning 
 

For the foreseeable future the role of school has changed. The primary purpose of schools is now to ensure that the 
nation’s efforts to deal with the impact of Covid 19 and preserve life are successful. Pupils at home are not on an 
extended holiday, but like many employees, should be seen as working from home – learning should still be taking 
place. 
 

With very little notice or time for detailed explanations, we had to adapt the way in which we work. Across school there 
are various methods being used. We are using a combination of online learning platforms (Seesaw) and paper-based 
learning packs. We want you to choose the method that is best for you. Families with limited technology (devices) 
and limited or no internet access will prefer to receive paper-based learning. We are aware that in families with several 
children, it is very difficult to have all children working at the same time. The Academy Trust is exploring ways in which 
families can loan equipment to use at home. 
 

It is easy for teachers to monitor and support children who are learning via an online platform. We can see how much 
work they are doing, can offer direct feedback, ask a child to ‘have another go’ at something as well as share in their 
successes when they complete a piece of work. With paper-based learning we cannot offer the same level of support, 
which is why we are including answer sheets for parents to use when a piece of work has been completed. Support is 
also available for parents who have opted for paper-based learning via the three dedicated email addresses that we 
have set up for use during this period of school closure.  
 

Essentially we want ALL of our children accessing learning in some form or another EVERY DAY. At St. Austin’s we 
are asking that all parents support the current alternative ways of learning (online platform or paper packs) in 
the same way they have always supported school-based learning. If you have struggled to get into a routine with 
this so far, please don’t worry. Make next week the week you start a daily learning routine with your child. If you are 
struggling with this or need some advice or guidance, please send an email to your child’s class teacher. 
 

The Department for Education strongly recommends that schools maintain regular contact with all families and children 
during this period of school closure in order to maintain relationships and support these new ways of learning. We can 
keep in contact with families who are accessing learning via online platforms through messages to you about the work 
and you can also send messages to us.  
Families who have opted for paper-based learning are asked to send us an email each week letting us know how things 
are going with the learning. Perhaps send us a photograph of your child completing some work or of something they 
have made or created at home? 
 

We also recognise that learning isn’t just about the online or paper-based tasks. Some of you may have been decorating, 
gardening, baking, cooking, walking or cycling. All of this is really beneficial to your child and the whole family. 
Remember to count these experiences as part of the learning process but do tell us about them too! We love to hear 
what you’ve all been doing. Also, times spent together as a family – out walking, sharing a meal together, watching a 
film, playing a game etc. are equally important and special and to be encouraged. 
 

Please keep in contact with us. We need to know that everyone is safe, well and managing during these difficult 
times. This is one reason why we have set up the following dedicated email addresses for you to use. 
 

If your child is in Reception Class, you should maintain communication with us by emailing us at 
reception@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a weekly basis. 
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If your child is in Years 1 to 6, you should maintain communication with us via the online learning platform – Seesaw – 
if your child is accessing learning via this method. If you are receiving paper packs you should maintain communication 
with us by email. For children in Years 1 and 2 please contact us at ks1@sa.bkcat.co.uk on a weekly basis. 
 

If your child in is Years 3, 4, 5 or 6, please email us at ks2@sa.bkcat.co.uk with any queries, questions or concerns that 
you might have. These email addresses are checked regularly throughout each working day.  
 

If we do not hear from you over the course of a week, class teachers will make contact with you via telephone to check 
that everything is ok with your family and that you are managing to complete some home learning each day. We 
understand many of you are also working from home and are balancing your own jobs, your child’s/children’s home 
learning as well as maintaining the well-being of yourselves and your family. Our teaching and pastoral roles have not 
stopped – we are still very much at work, just in a very different way! 
 

If we have not heard from you via the online learning platform, email or telephone, we may then make a visit to your 
home. Doing this maintains our robust safeguarding procedures. We are not checking up on you – we are simply 
checking that everyone in your household is ok. However, please remember that this could put our staff and 
yourselves at risk of contracting the Coronavirus.  
 

To date, staff have made some home visits because we have had no communication at all, that is, no work completed 
on Seesaw, no emails from parents and telephone calls from school to all contact numbers unanswered (and in some 
cases, numbers no longer accessible). On all occasions, the family were present in the house – safe and well thankfully, 
but this could have been avoided if they had followed our guidelines of maintaining communication with school. Please 
remember that we are not operating under normal circumstances and therefore urge all of our parents to keep 
in touch with school on a weekly basis. Please let us know of any changes to contact details, mobile numbers 
etc). 
 

Staff would like to thank those parents who are doing a fantastic job supporting learning from home. Clearly 
some families have developed a regular routine – well done. We intend to share some of our children’s work 
and activities they have been completing. If you have done anything that you would like to share with us, please 
send it to the appropriate email address for us to include in our Home Learning Gallery. 
 
 

Free School Meals Assistance 
If your financial circumstances have changed as a result of the impact of Covid-19, you may be eligible to claim for free 
school meals. Please visit our website homepage and use the two links to download a Free School Meals Application 
Form and accompanying Transparency Notice if you would like to submit an application. 
 

Online Safety  
We remind all parents to be extra vigilant during this time when the children are online more than ever. Please check 
their devices and monitor what sites, chat rooms and discussions they are going on. The internet brings such benefits, 
but we need to always guide our children in the best and safest ways to access it. 
 

Online Resources  
Launch of the Oak National Academy online classroom and resource hub 
The sector-led Oak National Academy has launched its online classroom and resource hub. The Academy offers 180 
video lessons each week for schools to use, across a broad range of subjects. The lessons cover children in Reception 
through to Year 10 and are free to use by both teachers and young people. 
The Oak National Academy can be accessed here: https://www.thenational.academy/ 
 
Launch of BBC Bitesize 
The BBC has launched an education package across TV and online, featuring celebrities and teachers, helping to keep 
children learning at home and supporting parents. 
BBC Bitesize can be accessed here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
 
The NHS has published 19 tips of things you can do NOW to help you keep on top of your mental wellbeing and cope 
with how you may feel while staying at home: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-
staying-at-home-tips/ 
 
Guidance for parents and carers on supporting their children’s education during coronavirus (COVID-19) 
The Government have published information, guidance and support for parents and carers of children who are learning 
at home during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
Guidance on helping children aged 2 to 4 learn at home can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

Guidance on helping primary school aged children learn at home can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

Guidance on helping children with special educational needs and disabilities learn at home can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-with-send-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
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Updated guidance for parents and carers on the closure of educational settings 
The guidance for parents and carers on the closure of educational settings has been updated with additional information 
on the support available for parents, online educational resources and support for vulnerable children. 
The guidance can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
For those of you who love to sing… 
As some of you may already be aware, the staff at the Diocese of Leeds Music Department have lots of resources and 
videos online for both families to access at home, and for staff to use in school if they are in with key workers' children.  
 

On Wednesday 22nd April they launched a daily Virtual Singing Session aimed at KS2 at 2pm Monday-Friday, available 
on their YouTube Channel -  www.schoolssingingprogramme.org.uk  
 

From Monday 27th April, there will be a weekly KS1 Virtual Singing Session at 11am, available on their YouTube 
channel every Monday. There are also some standalone videos available. 
 
Sunday Mass 
As we all know, daily and weekend Masses in our own churches of St. Austin’s and SS. Peter and Paul’s have been 
suspended until further notice.  
Monsignor Smith’s homilies are available at: http//catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk. Prayers are offered each morning, by 
our priests, for the parish family and our specific intentions http://catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk/post/prayer-intentions  
Fr. Simon is regularly updating the SS. Peter and Paul’s Church website with useful reflections and links. See 
www.peterpaul.org.uk  
Masses and other liturgies are being livestreamed daily from various churches across the Diocese of Leeds. Mass is 
livestreamed from St. Anne’s Cathedral in Leeds every Sunday morning at 11.00am. www.leedscathedrallive.org.uk  

Above all, we hope that you are all staying safe and well. We would like to offer our thanks for your support in keeping 
your children at home in order to safeguard everyone. We also recognise that this will potentially create additional 
stress within your lives and the lives of your children, as the normal routines of life are changed so significantly. School 
leaders and other key safeguarding staff will continue to support pupils from a mental health and well-being perspective. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any specific support. 
 
If you need to contact the school, please email us at: headteacher@sa.bkcat.co.uk.  You will receive a response from 
this email address during normal school hours. If you need to contact us more urgently, please call our emergency 
mobile number: 07460 394904. 
 

From everyone at St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School have a lovely weekend. Stay home and stay safe. 
We continue to keep you and your loved ones in our prayers. 

 

A Prayer for Hospital Staff and Medical Researchers 
 

Gracious God  
Give skill, sympathy and resilience  
To all who are caring for the sick,  

And your wisdom to those searching for a cure.  
 

Strengthen them with your spirit,  
That through their work many will be restored to health; 

 through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR READING ALL OF THIS.  PLEASE TAKE THE TIME NOW TO LOOK AT SOME OF THE 
THINGS OUR WONDERFUL CHILDREN HAVE BEEN DOING AT HOME IN RECENT WEEKS. 
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HOME LEARNING GALLERY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Conley and Mrs. Durkan have named 
Martha a ‘Seesaw Superstar’ this week 
because they have been so delighted with 
the way she has got straight back into her 
work after the Easter holiday with renewed 
energy and a real determination to put 
100% effort into her work and presented it 
beautifully too. 
She created a superb mammal fact file as 
part of our Living Things Science topic. 
They were also incredibly impressed with 
Oliver’s R.E work – this is just some of the 
work he produced for this task – see below. 
 

Esther (Y5) created this beautiful 

piece of art work using water 

colours. 

Two of our Y5 boys start their day 

with a work-out with Joe Wicks. 

The picture on the far right is of 

Billy’s Bug Hotel that he has 

created in his garden. 

Our Y4 children have designed 
their own beautiful Latin American 
crosses. Michal’s (left picture) 
masterpiece is made out of wood 
and shells. He really enjoyed 
making this with his Dad. 
Michalina has drawn a beautiful 
picture of the risen Christ. Simply 

stunning! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The children in Y3W have been completing 
activities including arithmetic and work around 
fractions in maths, writing Easter and Spring 
poems, practising spellings, thinking about light 
sources, flags of countries and inventing 
something. They also had a Boys.vs.Girls 
TimesTables Rockstars Battle – the boys won!! 
Euan has completed lots of work on Seesaw this 
week. He told Miss. Workman about the things he 
likes learning and has persevered with his work. 
Keep it up, Euan! 

 

A cheetah drawn by Hugo (Y2) when 

researching animals. 

Maya enjoyed putting her bear 

Seera in different places and 

she used lots of mathematical 

language to describe its 

position. 

Izabela and Emilija have written excellent book 

reviews. Do they inspire you to read these 

books? 

This week, UFS have 

been learning about 

bears. Antoni had a 

picnic in his garden 

with his teddy bears 

and his little sister. 

In maths this week, UFS 

have been learning about 

repeating patterns. Safa has 

made a pattern using 

natural materials from her 

garden. 

Hassan has been counting 

and practising his number 

formation. 



 

 
 

Thank you to our UFS Team – this 

message applies to each and everyone 

one of our children and their families! 


