
 

 

 

                         St. Austin’s Catholic Primary School 
                   A Catholic Voluntary Academy  

Fortnightly Newsletter: Friday 4th October 2019 
 No: 3 

Spiritual Reflection—The Mission Rosary 
 

The month of October is traditionally recognised as the Month of the Rosary. The Rosary packs have been given out to our youngest     
children first and they will make their way through school over the next three weeks. When the pack reaches your family, please take the 
time to pray the Rosary together using the items in the pack. This pack should be returned to school the next day.  
Next week, our School Chaplaincy Team will lead an assembly in KS2 on the Mission Rosary. As Christians, we all have a mission: to 
share God’s love with the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take part. By praying the Mission Rosary together, we are ena-
bling our children to pray for children throughout the world in a unique exchange of love and friendship.  
Pope Francis has designated October 2019 an Extraordinary Month of Mission. Its objective is to renew the efforts of 
the entire Church to share God’s love around the world.  
The Mission Rosary helps us think about, and pray for children around the world who are poor or struggling and need 
our support. We use the beads to help us think about children from the continent represented by that colour. 
Africa is represented by the green decade, The Americas by the red decade, Europe by the white decade, Oceania by 
the blue decade and Asia by the yellow decade. 
Next week we will say one decade for ALL children around the world who are in need of our support and prayers.   
Perhaps you might add your prayers to ours when you pray the Rosary at home? 

Statement To Live By For The Next Two Weeks are: 
 

  Week beginning: Monday 9th October  I understand that rights match responsibility. 
  Week beginning: Monday 16th October I try to stand up for myself and others without hurting others. 

 

These statements are explored through an assembly each week. It would be really useful if you could talk to your child 
about these statements and how they might apply them to their lives.  

Later this term we will be introducing class assemblies to which parents will be invited. The first of these in KS2 will be on 
Wednesday 16th October and will be led by the children of Y6CD. Parents of children in this class will be invited by letter 

from the children themselves.  

Parking near School 
 

Over the past two weeks we have had a number of complaints from our neighbours on Duke of York Street informing us of 
parents parking inconsiderately and discourteously. 
 

Blocking a driveway or access road is unacceptable and shows a lack of consideration for others. Two of our neighbours 
have reported that they have tried to speak to parents who have parked inconsiderately. Sadly, they were responded to in an 
inappropriate manner or rudely ignored. This sets a bad example to our young, impressionable children and does not reflect 
our good school in a positive way. 
 

All of us would be less than pleased if our own driveways or access roads were blocked so please don ’t do this to others. We 
appreciate that parking is limited close to the school grounds and regularly advise parents to park in less congested areas or 
at the Sports Club on Eastmoor Road and walk the short distance to school. 
 

We have reported this matter and have been advised that routine patrols will be carried out periodically as will traffic warden 
patrols. Cars parked in permit holder only areas may well be ticketed. 
 

Understandably, there has been an increase in parents using their cars to bring their children to and from school since the 
school bus service ended. We have also noticed some dangerous driving near the school gate especially first thing in the 
morning. Some drivers are approaching the school too quickly when other vehicles are reversing and when children are 
crossing the road to get into school. The last thing that any of us want is an accident of any kind. A little courtesy and thought 
for others can go a long way and will ensure that everyone can get to and from the school safely. 
 

We thank the many parents that do park safely and courteously and in a less congested place. We urge everyone to do this 
so that we can continue to maintain good relationships with our neighbours. 

St. Austin’s School Open Day—Tuesday 8th October 
 
On Tuesday we will be welcoming prospective new families into our school. These are the families who have children starting 
in UFS in September 2020. Mr. Flood will lead two guided tours of the school during the day. The first tour will be at 9.30am 
and the second one in the afternoon at 1.30pm. If you know of a family who are hoping to send their child to a catholic prima-
ry school next year please let them know about our Open Day. Holding the tours at these times will enable our visitors to see 
our children hard at work and a variety of lessons taking place. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hbgdiocese.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fdownloads%2F2016%2F08%2FThe-World-Mission-Rosary-2-pg-brochure.pdf&psig=AOvVaw033bk8yNhtk0P_D2s0Zeny&ust=1570202356248000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoT


 

 

Next Week is Space Week 
Next week we are holding one of our curriculum themed weeks with a focus on Space. A variety of activities will be taking place within   
lessons. On Tuesday we are welcoming the children’s author Hilary Robinson into school to work with some of our classes. We hope to be 
able to share photographs of some of the activities with you in our next newsletter. 
 

Collection from SSP After School Clubs 
The after school SSP Sports Club continue to be very well attended, which is great to see. Please remember that all clubs finish at 4.30pm 
and children should be collected at this time. If you are unavoidably delayed, please call the school office as soon as you can. Thank you. 

 
Contact Details/End of Day Collection Arrangements 
A reminder to any parents who have yet to return the reply slip from the letter we sent out a few weeks ago requesting information from you 
regarding names of adults who will be collecting your children at the end of each day. It is vital that you return this to the office immediately 
so that staff are aware of who pupils can be released to. If you make alternative arrangements for your child to be picked up by another 
member of our school community you must let the office staff know in advance. Thank you. 

 
Coffee Mornings  
These take place every Friday morning in KS2. They are open to everyone. Why not drop in after dropping your child off and have a drink 
and biscuit. 

 
Future In Mind Parent Drop In Consultations 
The Drop In Consultations for parents will take place on Monday 14th October. We have one available time slot left. If you would like to 
come and discuss an issue related to your child’s social and emotional health please let the office know and we can add you to the        
appointments list. These have been really beneficial in the past and Sara Kendrick has been able to provide advice and strategies to     
parents.  
 

Educational Visits  
Please be aware that this academic year if school does not receive contributions from parent/carers to cover the cost of the visit /activity 
these may be cancelled. These visits in the past have been heavily subsidised by school. Due to financial restraints on school this will not 
be the case this year. Thank you for your understanding and support in this matter. 
 

Aldi Vouchers 
We are collecting Aldi vouchers in order to potentially win a free sports kit for school. If you shop at Aldi we would love to receive any 
vouchers you may have. The sticker chart will be displayed in our KS2 school hall soon. This initiative was launched at our Monday     
morning assembly and already the stickers have started to come in to school. Please keep the stickers coming in and pass on our thanks 
to your relatives and friends who are collecting on our behalf. Every sticker counts! Thank you in advance. 

 
Christmas Cards 
Apologies for mentioning Christmas in early October but the preparations seem to start earlier and earlier each year. Our children have 
designed a Christmas card which parents will have the opportunity to purchase. We wanted to make you aware of this before you spent 
money on shop-bought cards. It’s always nice to receive a card that has been created by our children. The designs have been sent to the 
company and we are awaiting the proofs.  

ADVANCED NOTICE—PARENTS EVENINGS 
 

We will be holding Parents Evenings this half-term on 
 Wednesday 23rd October (4.00pm—7.00pm) and Thursday 24th October (4.00pm—6.00pm). 

 

During these meetings, your child’s class teacher will update you on how your child has settled into new routines.  
They will discuss targets for your child to work towards over the coming academic year.  

Appointments will be made online as has been the case for some time now.  
Information will be sent out from the School Office next week. 

Please make every effort to attend these important meetings. The staff appreciate your attendance and support. 

HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY 
 

Week ending 27/09/2019                                                                  Week ending 4/10/2019  
Y1T  Maria          Y1T Ali  
Y1/2C Jacub B        Y1/2C Gracie  
Y2V Piotr M         Y2V Joshua A 
Y3W Hope          Y3W Euan  
Y3/4AT Grasey         Y3/4AT Vanesa  
Y4M Dara          Y4M Ruben  
Y5B Angel          Y5B Amelia J 
Y5/6C  Zofia          Y5/6C  Big Sing 
Y6CD Hannah         Y6CD  Big Sing 

Attendance Winners 
 
Week ending 27/09/2019        Week ending 04/10/2019  
Winners in UFS and KS1 were: OK 100%      Winners in UFS and KS1 were : 1T 97.94% 
Winners in KS2 were: 99.23%       Winners in KS2 were:  99.29% 



 

 

Key Dates for the next two weeks 
 

Tuesday 8th October  St. Austin’s School Open Day—for parents of children due to start school in September 2020 

 
Wednesday 9th October  KS1 Visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park (during school hours) 
 
Thursday 10th October  Y5 Year Group Mass—9.30am—KS2 Hall—Parents welcome 
 
Friday 11th October  Y5 Fire Safety Talk—Bonfire Night 
 
Monday 14th October  Future In Mind Parent Drop In Consultations from 1.00pm (Appointments only) 
 
Tuesday 15th October  BKCAT Mini Vinnies Conference at St. John’s Normanton (during the school day) 
 
Wednesday 16th October Y6CD Class Assembly—parents of children in this class welcome to attend 
 
Wednesday 16th October FOSAS Meeting—1.30pm—KS2 Library 
 
Friday 18th October  UFS Stay and Play Session until 10am 

Parish Mass times each weekend are:  
St Austin’s:  
Saturday at 6.15pm, Sunday at 8.15am, 11am and 6pm 
 
SS Peter & Paul’s 
Saturday at 5pm, Sunday at 10am 
  
For further information please see the newsletters on the parish  
websites: www.peterpaul.org.uk and catholicchurchwakefield.co.uk.        

General Reminders 
 

 
Water Bottles 
We ask all parents of pupils in year 1-6 to make a contribution of £4.50 per school year which ensures your child will have a 
new water bottle each half-term and will have access to fresh water each day. Thank you to those parents who have      
already paid for this for the current year. 
 

Milk 
If you wish your child to have milk each day at school the cost of this is £8.00 for this half-term. 
 

School Meals (KS2 children only) 
The cost of a school dinner is £2.30 per day or £11.50 per week. 
 
Entering and Leaving the School building 
All children should enter and exit the school via the playgrounds each day. Children must not enter via the main school 
doors (the office) unless they are arriving after 8.55am or arrive early to carry out a job in school. At the end of the school 
day we ask that children are collected from the designated areas to reduce congestion around the main entrance. If you are 
unavoidably delayed collecting your child please let the office staff know so that they are able to alert your child’s teacher. 
Thank you. 
 

School Uniform  
Please remember that if your child is still wearing the summer uniform their polo shirt must be yellow/gold. The white polo 
shirt is for PE only. Summer uniforms can be worn until October half term after which all pupils will be expected to wear 
their winter uniform. Please remember that we have lots of lovely clean school uniform available in school. If you would 
find it useful please ask at the school office and the staff there will be happy to leave you to see if there’s anything that 
would be of use. 
 

Medication in School 
Please remember only prescribed medication can be brought into school and should be given to the office staff by the 
child’s parent. If your child has been prescribed medication by the GP and needs to take it four times a day we will be   
happy to administer the dose required   during the school day. Medication prescribed for three times a day does not need 
to be brought into school. Thank you for your cooperation with this important matter.  
 

Sickness and absence 
Just to remind everyone that if your child is absent you will need to ring the school office before 10am on the 1st morning of 
the absence and each day thereafter until you child returns to school. 
 



 

 

 

Other news to share: 
Everyone needs a helping hand sometimes 

 
That's why we have the Wakefield Early Help website, http://earlyhelp.wakefield.gov.uk/ 

 

with a wide range of information and guidance, as well as a directory of play groups, activities and things 
on offer across the Wakefield district to help, all at your fingertips.  

It's because we know that if we work together to identify the needs of children, young people and their 
families as soon as possible and take swift action to address those needs, we can stop problems        
developing, getting worse or becoming entrenched. 

So whether you're a concerned parent or friend, a young person, even an Early Help professional     
looking for advice – the Wakefield Early Help website will guide you to the information needed to help 
stay safe, thrive and resolve problems at the earliest chance. 

 
School Holiday Pattern—Academic Year 2019-2020 

 

 
 
 

Inset Days-School Closed: 
Monday 2nd September 2020 

Friday 25th October 2020 
Thursday 9th April 2020 

Friday 5th June 2020 
Monday 20th July 2020 

 
 
                                                
 
 
 

 
 

Autumn 2019     

School opens Tuesday 3rd September   

School closes Thursday 24th October* Half term 

School opens Monday 4th November*   

School Closes Friday 20th December Christmas holidays 

Spring Term 2020     

School opens Monday 6th January   

School closes Friday 14th February Half term 

School opens Monday 24th February   

School closes Wednesday 8th April Easter 

Summer Term 2020     

School opens Monday 20th April   

School closed Friday 8th May May Day 

School closes Friday 22nd May Spring Bank Holidays 

School opens Monday 8th June   

School closes Friday 17th July Summer break 

http://earlyhelp.wakefield.gov.uk/
http://earlyhelp.wakefield.gov.uk/


 

 

School Holiday Pattern—Academic Year 2020-2021 
 

 
 
 

Inset Days-School Closed: 
Monday 31st August 2020 BANK HOLIDAY  

Tuesday 1st September 2020 
Friday 23rd October 2020 
Monday 4th January 2021 

Monday 26th July 2021 
Tuesday 27th July 2021 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Autumn 2020       

School closed Monday  31st August 
Tuesday 1st September 

Bank Holiday 
Inset day 

  

School opens Wednesday 2ndSeptember   

School closes Thursday 22nd October Half term 

School closed Friday 23rd October Inset day 

School opens Monday 2nd November     

School Closes Friday 18th December Christmas holidays 

Spring Term 2021        

School closed Monday 4th January Inset day   

School opens Tuesday 5th January   

School closes Friday 12th February Half term    

School opens Monday 22nd February     

School closes Friday 26th March Easter 

Summer Term 2021        

School opens Monday 12th April     

School closed Monday 3rd May May Day 

School closes Friday 28th May Spring Bank Holidays 

School opens Monday 14th June     

School closes Friday 23rd July Summer break 

  Monday 26th July Inset day  

  Tuesday 27th July Inset day  

       


