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 Spiritual Reflection  
 

Earlier this week the church celebrated the Feast of the Annunciation - the moment 
that God sent the Angel Gabriel to an illiterate teenage girl living in near poverty in an 
obscure outpost of territory occupied by the mighty Roman Empire and asked her to 
be his way to become love made flesh, God incarnate, walking this earth with us. 
 
Mary must have been petrified and Gabriel’s first words were to tell her not to be 
afraid. 
It is said that this phrase or similar occurs 365 times in the Bible - one for each day of 
the year. 
 

At this time, we are rightly scared of this pandemic that has so changed our lives. 
 
Mary humbled her heart and sought God’s will only. 
She had paused, asked for guidance “How can this be since I am a virgin?” and found that God was with her. In Him she 
trusted.  
 
Today we pray that we will hear God’s voice through our fear and trust in Him, doing what we can to bring His love into our 
community and society at this unique time. 
 
We ask Mary to join her prayers with ours today as one who has known - as did her Son - the strongest of fears but found 
God’s presence in those moments.  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to begin by thanking everyone, parents, pupils, staff and governors for pulling together in what has been a very 
difficult week for our school and schools across the UK. This has been new and unchartered territories for all of us and it ’s 
important that at times like this we try to pull together just as the nation did last night in clapping the fantastic work that our 
NHS workers are doing in immensely challenging circumstances.  

I am grateful to staff for ensuring that school can remain open for the very few key workers whose children require a school 
place but also to so many of you for making arrangements for childcare so as to limit the numbers of children that have 
needed to be in school.  

I hope that the work packs for UFS and KS1 or online learning in KS2 have provided some help in ensuring your child can 
continue to learn whilst at home. I would remind you that if you have any concerns please do not try to come to school but 
use the email addresses provided for you before we closed.  

UFS– reception@sa.bkcat.co.uk 

KS1– ks1@sa.bkcat.co.uk 

KS2-ks2@sa.bkcat.co.uk  

There has been lots on social media this week about giving yourselves a break. Parents are putting a lot of pressure on 
themselves to be both teachers and parents. We feel that we need to reassure parents that there will need to be a balance  
between some school-directed tasks, home-based activities (e.g. gardening, baking etc.), general family time and of course 
time to rest. We are very mindful that many of you are also trying to work from home too.  
 
One thing I would ask of all parents with children in UFS and KS1, is that you email the appropriate email  
address above each Monday to let us know that everything is okay with you. This will avoid staff ringing you 
to check this out. It’s our way of looking out for everyone in our school family. In KS2 because we are using 
an online platform this won’t be necessary as we will only ring parents if we notice that you (your child) is 
not accessing the learning that has been sent. Please note this is not about the work but about everyone’s 
welfare which is something the government is concerned about and is asking schools to keep regular contact 
with its families. 
 
Important school news updates: 
 
I am delighted to share that just before it was necessary for our school to close, the Trust and Governors appointed Mrs  
Velayudhan and Mrs Chernenko as interim Assistant Head Teachers to support Mr Molyneux as interim Head Teacher from 
Easter to summer. I would like to congratulate them and thank them for supporting St Austin’s in this way. 
On Monday this week the interviews took place to appoint a new permanent Head Teacher of St Austin’s. The outcome of 
this will be shared with everyone in a letter that will hopefully be coming out to you from the Trust and Governors next 
week. 
 
And finally, I wish you all a safe weekend and hope that you will find some time for rest and relaxation in the isolation that 
has been placed upon us. I will continue to keep you all in my prayers.  


